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A	term-by-term	guide	for	parents	and	carers	to	what	your	child	will	be	learning	in	each	subject	this	year,
including	assessment	information,	recommended	resources	and	subject	contacts.

Please	note:	topics,	resources	and	assessment	details	may	be	subject	to	change	as	the	academic	year	progresses.

TEACHING	IS	AN	ART.	LEARNING	IS	A	SCIENCE.
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Year	9
Term	1

information

English

Curriculum	information

This	term	begins	to	set	the	tone	for	more	serious	academic	study	of	English	in	the	final
year	before	the	start	of	the	IGCSE	programme.	Learners	have	one	more	year	to	refine
and	develop	the	fundamental	skills	necessary	for	success,	and	are	expected	to	work
more	independently	to	develop	this	vital	skill.

Unit	1:	Theme	Parks
Using	the	UAE's	theme	parks	and	attractions	as	a	backdrop,	learners	research,
conceptualise	and	develop	their	own	idea	for	a	theme	park	or	attraction,	writing
promotional	materials	and	job	descriptions	before	presenting	their	ideas	to	peers,
drawing	on	skills	learnt	in	Years	7	and	8.

Unit	2:	UAE	Icons	and	Innovations
Learners	engage	with	what	makes	the	UAE	a	dynamic	and	interesting	place	to	live,
exploring	its	history,	arts	and	sporting	prowess,	before	researching	the	country's	Vision
projects	for	Abu	Dhabi	and	Dubai	and	developing	their	own	innovative	project	plans,
accompanied	by	planning	documents	and	reports.

Assessment	information

A	different	reading	or	writing	skill	(SF1–SF7)	is	assessed	each	week.	Every	assignment
set	counts	towards	the	end-of-term	grade,	including	several	teacher,	self	and	peer
assessments	over	the	course	of	the	term.



Year	9
Term	2

information

English

Curriculum	information

Term	2	marks	a	pivotal	stage	in	Year	9	as	learners	begin	to	consolidate	the	speaking,
listening,	reading	and	writing	skills	required	for	success	at	IGCSE	level.	The	focus	of	this
term	is	on	finding	and	refining	an	individual	voice,	with	particular	emphasis	on	public
speaking,	persuasion	and	audience	awareness.	Learners	explore	how	language	choices,
structure,	rhetorical	devices	and	non-verbal	communication	influence	meaning	and
impact,	analysing	speeches	before	applying	these	techniques	in	their	own
presentations.

Unit	1:	Finding	Your	Voice	—	Public	Speaking	and	Persuasion
Learners	study	the	core	elements	of	effective	speech-making	—	structure,	tone,
rhetorical	devices,	body	language,	gesture	and	audience	engagement	—	rooted	in
contexts	such	as	global	issues	(including	the	UN	Sustainable	Development	Goals),	social
media	influence	and	youth	voice.	They	analyse	famous	and	contemporary	speeches,
explore	rhetorical	devices,	and	plan,	draft,	rehearse	and	refine	speeches,	culminating	in
a	formal	presentation	task	where	they	deliver	a	speech	confidently,	demonstrating
control	over	language,	structure	and	delivery.

Assessment	information

A	different	reading	or	writing	skill	(SF1–SF7)	is	assessed	each	week.	This	term	provides
a	strong	foundation	for	the	analytical	and	communicative	demands	of	IGCSE	English
Language	and	English	Literature.



Year	9
Term	3

information

English

Curriculum	information

Learners	engage	with	the	study	of	poetry	on	a	deeper	level	in	preparation	for	their
prescribed	texts	in	Year	10,	focusing	on	identifying	poetic	techniques	and	how	poets
use	these	to	create	specific	effects,	before	crafting	their	own	original	poetic	works.
They	then	move	on	to	studying	The	Alchemist	by	Paulo	Coelho,	engaging	with	the	text
critically	to	understand	how	the	writer	crafts	meaning,	explores	themes,	develops
characters	and	achieves	specific	effects,	using	the	novel	to	develop	reading	and	writing
skills	in	preparation	for	Year	10.

By	the	end	of	this	term,	students	will	be	able	to
Evaluate	how	writers	use	language,	structure	and	form	to	achieve	specific	effects
Analyse	themes,	characters	and	ideas	in	detail,	including	links	to	context	where
appropriate
Explore	and	explain	a	writer's	intentions	and	the	impact	on	the	reader
Compare	ideas	and	methods	within	and	across	texts
Construct	well-developed	analytical	responses	using	a	structured	argument	(e.g.
PEEAL)
Write	extended	responses	with	clarity,	control	and	coherence
Adapt	writing	style	and	tone	to	suit	different	audiences	and	purposes
Demonstrate	a	high	level	of	accuracy	in	grammar,	punctuation	and	vocabulary

Assessment	information

A	different	reading	or	writing	skill	(SF1–SF7)	is	assessed	at	varying	intervals	throughout
the	term.

Recommended	websites

BBC	Bitesize

ReadTheory

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/courses/zb9ttrd
http://www.readtheory.org/


Year	9
Term	1

information

Mathematics

Curriculum	information

In	Year	9,	learners	commence	the	new	9-1	IGCSE	syllabus,	marking	the	beginning	of
their	mathematical	journey	for	the	next	three	years,	culminating	in	their	IGCSE	exam	in
Year	11.

Topic	1:	Decimals
Round	to	a	given	number	of	significant	figures	or	decimal	places
Use	estimation	to	evaluate	approximations	to	numerical	calculations
Convert	recurring	decimals	into	fractions

Topic	2:	Special	Numbers
Express	integers	as	a	product	of	powers	of	prime	factors
Find	highest	common	factors	(HCF)	and	lowest	common	multiples	(LCM)
Simplify	surds	including	adding,	subtracting,	multiplying,	dividing	and	expanding
brackets
Rationalise	the	denominator	of	surds

Topic	3:	Algebraic	Manipulation
Collect	like	terms	and	expand	single	brackets
Expand	the	product	of	two	or	more	linear	expressions
Factorise	by	taking	out	common	factors	and	using	the	difference	of	two	squares
Factorise	quadratic	equations
Manipulate	algebraic	fractions
Complete	the	square	for	a	given	quadratic	expression

Topic	4:	Expressions	&	Formulae
Substitute	positive	and	negative	integers,	decimals	and	fractions	into	expressions
and	formulae
Manipulate	formulae	to	change	the	subject
Solve	problems	involving	direct	or	inverse	proportion

Topic	5:	Linear	Equations	&	Inequalities
Solve	linear	equations,	including	where	the	coefficient	appears	twice
Solve	linear	equations	with	algebraic	fractions
Set	up	simple	linear	equations	from	given	data
Solve	simple	linear	inequalities	in	one	variable	and	represent	on	a	number	line

Assessment	information

Cumulative	end-of-topic	assessments,	exam-style	problem-solving	tasks	under	timed
conditions,	and	an	End	of	Term	Assessment.

Recommended	websites

Dr	Frost	Maths	–	Videos,	practice	questions	and	exam-style	tasks

Maths	Genie	–	Topic-based	revision,	exam	questions	and	model	answers

Corbett	Maths	–	Practice	questions,	videos	and	5-a-day	retrieval	tasks

Save	My	Exams

Contact

Mr	Aonghus	Hanna,	Director	of	Mathematics
a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

Mathematics

Curriculum	information

Pupils	refine	and	extend	their	mathematical	capabilities	across	four	essential	domains:
sets,	statistical	measures,	graphical	representations,	and	fractions.	Lessons	focus	on
introducing	formal	set	notation,	analysing	complex	data	distributions,	and	mastering
both	graphical	data	techniques	and	arithmetic	operations	with	fractions.

Topic	6:	Sets
Use	set	notation	for	union,	intersection,	element	and	not	an	element
Construct	Venn	diagrams	to	represent	sets
Use	Venn	diagrams	to	find	probabilities
Use	the	notation	n(A)	for	the	number	of	elements	in	set	A

Topic	7:	Statistical	Measures
Calculate	the	mean,	median,	mode	and	range	for	a	discrete	data	set
Calculate	an	estimate	for	the	mean	for	grouped	data
Identify	the	modal	class	for	grouped	data
Estimate	the	median	from	a	cumulative	frequency	diagram
Find	the	interquartile	range	from	a	discrete	data	set
Estimate	the	interquartile	range	from	a	cumulative	frequency	diagram

Topic	8:	Graphical	Representation
Construct	and	interpret	histograms
Construct	cumulative	frequency	diagrams	from	tabulated	data
Use	cumulative	frequency	diagrams

Topic	9:	Fractions
Calculate	a	given	fraction	of	a	given	quantity
Use	common	denominators	to	add	and	subtract	fractions	and	mixed	numbers
Multiply	and	divide	fractions	and	mixed	numbers

Assessment	information

Cumulative	end-of-topic	assessments,	exam-style	problem-solving	tasks	under	timed
conditions,	and	an	End	of	Term	Assessment.

Recommended	websites

Dr	Frost	Maths	–	Videos,	practice	questions	and	exam-style	tasks

Maths	Genie	–	Topic-based	revision,	exam	questions	and	model	answers

Corbett	Maths	–	Practice	questions,	videos	and	5-a-day	retrieval	tasks

Save	My	Exams

Contact

Mr	Aonghus	Hanna,	Director	of	Mathematics
a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

Mathematics

Curriculum	information

Pupils	build	on	their	understanding	across	five	fundamental	domains:	percentages,
ratio	and	proportion,	indices	and	standard	form,	compound	measures,	and	geometry	of
shapes.	Lessons	focus	on	deepening	proportional	reasoning,	mastering	algebraic	index
rules,	working	with	scientific	notation,	and	applying	geometric	angle	properties.

Topic	10:	Percentages
Solve	simple	percentage	problems,	including	percentage	increase	and	decrease
Use	reverse	percentages
Use	repeated	percentage	change
Solve	compound	interest	and	depreciation	problems

Topic	11:	Ratio	&	Proportion
Divide	a	quantity	in	a	given	ratio	or	ratios
Calculate	an	amount	when	given	a	ratio	amount
Carry	out	calculations	using	money,	including	converting	between	currencies

Topic	12:	Indices	&	Standard	Form
Use	index	laws	in	simple	cases
Use	index	notation	involving	fractional,	negative	and	zero	powers
Solve	for	missing	variables	in	powers
Convert	ordinary	numbers	to	standard	form	and	vice	versa
Add,	subtract,	multiply	and	divide	in	standard	form

Topic	13:	Compound	Measures
Understand	and	use	the	relationship	between	average	speed,	distance	and	time
Use	compound	measures	such	as	speed,	density	and	pressure
Convert	measurements	within	the	metric	system,	including	linear	and	area	units
Convert	between	units	of	volume	within	the	metric	system

Topic	14:	Geometry	of	Shapes
Use	angle	properties	of	intersecting	lines,	parallel	lines	and	angles	on	a	straight	line
Calculate	missing	angles	in	right-angled,	scalene,	isosceles	and	equilateral	triangles
Calculate	interior	and	exterior	angles	of	regular	polygons

Assessment	information

Cumulative	end-of-topic	assessments,	exam-style	problem-solving	tasks	under	timed
conditions,	and	an	End	of	Term	Assessment.

Recommended	websites

Dr	Frost	Maths	–	Videos,	practice	questions	and	exam-style	tasks

Maths	Genie	–	Topic-based	revision,	exam	questions	and	model	answers

Corbett	Maths	–	Practice	questions,	videos	and	5-a-day	retrieval	tasks

Save	My	Exams

Contact

Mr	Aonghus	Hanna,	Director	of	Mathematics
a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

Science

Curriculum	information

Year	9	begins	the	Pearson	Edexcel	International	GCSE	courses:	Biology	(4BI1),
Chemistry	(4CH1)	and	Physics	(4PH1).	Emphasis	is	placed	on	building	strong	scientific
understanding,	mathematical	skills	and	confidence	with	IGCSE-style	questions.

Topic	areas	taught	this	term
Biology	Topic	1:	Nature	and	variety	of	living	organisms	(spec	points	1.1–1.4)
Biology	Topic	2:	Structure	and	functions	in	living	organisms	(spec	points	2.1–2.14)
Chemistry	Topic	1:	Principles	of	Chemistry	(spec	points	1.1–1.24)
Physics	Topic	1:	Forces	and	motion	(spec	points	1.1–1.33P)

Assessment	information

Cumulative	end-of-topic	assessments	and	exam-style	problem-solving	tasks	under
timed	conditions.

Recommended	websites

Physics	&	Maths	Tutor	–	Topic-by-topic	notes,	past	paper	questions,	mark	schemes	and
model	answers

Save	My	Exams	–	Clear	revision	notes,	structured	topic	questions	and	exam-style
practice	organised	by	specification

BBC	Bitesize	–	Concise	explanations,	quizzes	and	interactive	activities

Cognito	–	Short,	focused	videos	and	practice	questions	across	all	three	sciences

Seneca	Learning	–	Interactive	revision	using	retrieval	practice	and	spaced	repetition

Contact

Ms	Zeenat	Zahoor,	Director	of	Science
z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms	Alaa	Hijazi,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Chemistry
a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms	Attiya	Imam,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms	Robyn	Scott,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Biology
r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

Science

Curriculum	information

Term	2	continues	the	Pearson	Edexcel	International	GCSE	courses:	Biology	(4BI1)	and
Chemistry	(4CH1).	Students	develop	their	understanding	of	plant	biology	and	inorganic
chemistry,	with	emphasis	on	applying	scientific	knowledge	accurately	to	IGCSE-style
questions.

Topic	areas	taught	this	term
Biology	Topic	2:	Structure	and	functions	in	living	organisms	(spec	points	2.15–2.23,
2.40B–2.45B	and	2.51–2.58B)
Chemistry	Topic	2:	Inorganic	chemistry	(spec	points	2.1–2.21)

Assessment	information

Cumulative	end-of-topic	assessments	and	exam-style	problem-solving	tasks	under
timed	conditions.

Recommended	websites

Physics	&	Maths	Tutor	–	Topic-by-topic	notes,	past	paper	questions,	mark	schemes	and
model	answers

Save	My	Exams	–	Clear	revision	notes,	structured	topic	questions	and	exam-style
practice	organised	by	specification

BBC	Bitesize	–	Concise	explanations,	quizzes	and	interactive	activities

Cognito	–	Short,	focused	videos	and	practice	questions	across	all	three	sciences

Seneca	Learning	–	Interactive	revision	using	retrieval	practice	and	spaced	repetition

Contact

Ms	Zeenat	Zahoor,	Director	of	Science
z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms	Alaa	Hijazi,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Chemistry
a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms	Attiya	Imam,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms	Robyn	Scott,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Biology
r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

Science

Curriculum	information

Term	3	continues	the	Pearson	Edexcel	International	GCSE	courses:	Biology	(4BI1)	and
Physics	(4PH1).	Students	study	ecology	and	the	environment	in	Biology	and	waves,	the
electromagnetic	spectrum,	light	and	sound	in	Physics,	developing	their	ability	to	apply
scientific	knowledge	to	IGCSE-style	questions.

Topic	areas	taught	this	term
Biology	Topic	4:	Ecology	and	the	environment	(spec	points	4.1–4.18B)
Physics	Topic	3:	Waves	(spec	points	3.1–3.29)

Assessment	information

Cumulative	end-of-topic	assessments	and	exam-style	problem-solving	tasks	under
timed	conditions,	plus	an	End	of	Year	Assessment	—	one	per	science	(three	in	total),
structured	to	reflect	Edexcel	IGCSE	exam	style	and	assessing	all	topics	studied	during
the	year	to	that	point.

Recommended	websites

Physics	&	Maths	Tutor	–	Topic-by-topic	notes,	past	paper	questions,	mark	schemes	and
model	answers

Save	My	Exams	–	Clear	revision	notes,	structured	topic	questions	and	exam-style
practice	organised	by	specification

BBC	Bitesize	–	Concise	explanations,	quizzes	and	interactive	activities

Cognito	–	Short,	focused	videos	and	practice	questions	across	all	three	sciences

Seneca	Learning	–	Interactive	revision	using	retrieval	practice	and	spaced	repetition

Contact

Ms	Zeenat	Zahoor,	Director	of	Science
z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms	Alaa	Hijazi,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Chemistry
a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms	Attiya	Imam,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms	Robyn	Scott,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	Biology
r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.savemyexams.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

Art

Curriculum	information

Learners	develop	observational	and	recording	skills	through	the	theme	of	Close-up
Fruits,	beginning	by	photographing	a	variety	of	fruits	and	exploring	close-up	and
zoomed-in	viewpoints	to	focus	on	details	often	overlooked,	including	colour	changes,
textures	and	surface	marks.	Using	their	own	photography	as	source	material,	learners
experiment	with	cropping,	scale	and	composition	to	create	more	abstract,	visually
engaging	work.	The	Baseline	Assessment	focuses	on	a	decaying	apple,	concentrating	on
accurate	colour	observation,	colour	mixing	and	building	base	layers.	For	their	Final
Piece,	learners	create	a	close-up	fruit	artwork	using	watercolour	or	colour	pencils.
Learners	see	their	Art	teacher	once	a	week	for	one	50-minute	lesson.

Assessment	information

Art	is	assessed	continually	through	a	project-based	approach	across	the	whole	term.
The	Baseline	Assessment	takes	place	in	Week	4	(end	of	September),	and	the	end-of-
term	grade	is	based	on	the	entire	Close-up	Fruits	project,	including	photography,
development	work,	experimentation	and	the	Final	Piece.

Recommended	websites

Pinterest

Student	Art	Guide

Art	Cyclopedia

Art	Studio	Chalkboard

The	Artchive

The	Jacques-Hamon	Collection

Art2Day

Tate

20th-Century	British	Sculpture

Victoria	and	Albert	Museum

Contact

Mrs	Luzaan	Putter,	Head	of	Art
l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

Art

Curriculum	information

This	term	focuses	on	workshop-based	lessons	developing	knowledge	of	the	Elements	of
Art	through	dry	media	and	processes,	building	on	skills	from	previous	projects.	Key
skills	include	grid	drawing,	tonal	shading,	mark	making	and	proportions,	with	tasks
including	observational	drawing	and	contextual	studies.	The	subject	matter	is	based
around	Sweets	and	Treats,	drawing	inspiration	from	the	UAE	and	around	the	world,
with	outcomes	including	close-up	drawings	focusing	on	shading,	mark	making,
proportion,	texture	and	detail.	Learners	see	their	Art	teacher	once	a	week	for	one	50-
minute	lesson.

Assessment	information

Art	is	assessed	continually	through	a	project-based	approach.	The	end-of-term	grade	is
based	on	the	entire	Sweets	and	Treats	—	Skills	Workshops	—	Dry	Media	project,
demonstrating	understanding,	skills	and	techniques	using	the	Formal	Elements.

Recommended	websites

Pinterest

Student	Art	Guide

Art	Cyclopedia

Art	Studio	Chalkboard

The	Artchive

The	Jacques-Hamon	Collection

Art2Day

Tate

20th-Century	British	Sculpture

Victoria	and	Albert	Museum

Contact

Mrs	Luzaan	Putter,	Head	of	Art
l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

Art

Curriculum	information

Learners	explore	the	theme	of	Nostalgia	through	the	work	of	contemporary	artist
Nicola	McBride,	investigating	how	she	creates	richly	detailed	still-life	compositions	that
evoke	memory,	emotion	and	a	sense	of	the	past.	They	develop	skills	in	observational
drawing,	composition,	colour	theory	and	rendering	techniques,	studying	McBride's	use
of	familiar	and	nostalgic	objects	before	creating	their	own	nostalgic	still-life
compositions	inspired	by	meaningful,	personal	objects,	experimenting	with	lighting,
texture,	colour	and	layering.	The	project	culminates	in	a	final	Nostalgia	piece.	Learners
see	their	Art	teacher	once	a	week	for	one	50-minute	lesson.

Assessment	information

Art	is	assessed	continually	through	a	project-based	approach,	comprising	research,
artist	analysis,	observational	studies,	development	work,	experimentation	and	the	final
artwork.	The	end-of-term	grade	is	based	on	the	entire	Nostalgia	—	Nicola	McBride
project,	demonstrating	understanding	of	the	Formal	Elements,	artist	influence,
observational	drawing,	composition	and	media	techniques.

Recommended	websites

Pinterest

Student	Art	Guide

Art	Cyclopedia

Art	Studio	Chalkboard

The	Artchive

The	Jacques-Hamon	Collection

Art2Day

Tate

20th-Century	British	Sculpture

Victoria	and	Albert	Museum

Contact

Mrs	Luzaan	Putter,	Head	of	Art
l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

French

Curriculum	information

Students	develop	their	ability	to	discuss	leisure	activities,	entertainment	and	future
plans	in	increasingly	sophisticated	French,	exploring	television,	cinema,	music	and
reading	while	consolidating	present,	past	and	future	tenses.	They	move	on	to
discussing	career	aspirations	and	the	importance	of	language	learning,	before
beginning	the	topic	of	health	and	wellbeing,	learning	to	talk	about	illnesses,	injuries	and
healthy	lifestyles.	Throughout	the	term,	students	are	encouraged	to	extend	their
answers	and	use	a	wider	range	of	grammatical	structures.

Key	grammar	and	language	skills
Television,	films,	music	and	reading
Present,	past	and	future	tenses
Reflexive	verbs
Direct	object	pronouns
Future	plans	and	ambitions
Career	choices
The	simple	future	tense
Talking	about	health	and	illness
Healthy	lifestyles	and	wellbeing
Developing	longer	spoken	and	written	responses

Assessment	information

Vocabulary	and	grammar	tests,	listening/reading/writing	assessments,	speaking
activities	and	presentations,	end-of-module	assessments,	revision	and	self-assessment
activities,	and	extended	writing	using	multiple	tenses.

Recommended	websites

Linguascope

BBC	Bitesize	French

Language	Gym

Quizlet	vocabulary	sets	–	shared	on	Teams

Contact

Madame	Karine	Selvam,	Teacher	of	French
k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

mailto:k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

French

Curriculum	information

Students	continue	exploring	health	before	moving	on	to	a	literature-inspired	module
developing	their	understanding	of	narrative	texts	and	more	advanced	grammar.	They
learn	to	give	advice,	discuss	healthy	choices	and	understand	longer	authentic	texts,
then	study	past	events	using	the	imperfect	tense,	investigate	storylines	and	mysteries,
and	analyse	profiles	of	sporting	figures,	focusing	on	reading	skills	and	how	different
tenses	work	together.

Key	grammar	and	language	skills
Giving	advice	and	recommendations
The	imperative	form
Health	and	wellbeing
Reading	complex	texts
The	imperfect	tense
Describing	past	habits	and	routines
Sports	and	leisure	activities
Narrative	and	investigative	texts
Relative	pronouns	(qui	and	que)
Understanding	texts	containing	a	range	of	tenses

Assessment	information

Vocabulary	and	grammar	quizzes,	reading	and	listening	comprehension	tasks,	speaking
activities,	written	responses	using	a	variety	of	tenses,	end-of-module	assessments,	and
revision	and	self-assessment	activities.

Recommended	websites

Linguascope

BBC	Bitesize	French

Language	Gym

Quizlet	vocabulary	sets	–	shared	on	Teams

Contact

Madame	Karine	Selvam,	Teacher	of	French
k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

mailto:k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

French

Curriculum	information

Students	focus	on	travel,	tourism	and	global	citizenship,	learning	about	regions	of
France,	travel	arrangements,	accommodation	and	holiday	experiences,	and	are
introduced	to	the	conditional	tense	and	formal	writing.	Later	in	the	term,	they	explore
issues	affecting	young	people	worldwide,	including	education,	employment,	human
rights	and	social	responsibility	—	excellent	preparation	for	the	demands	of	Key	Stage	4
French.

Key	grammar	and	language	skills
Travel	and	tourism
Describing	destinations	and	holidays
Making	travel	and	accommodation	arrangements
Writing	formal	emails
The	conditional	tense
Using	a	range	of	tenses	accurately
Education	systems	around	the	world
Young	people	and	employment
Global	issues	and	human	rights
Expressing	opinions	and	justifying	viewpoints	in	detail

Assessment	information

Vocabulary	and	grammar	tests,	listening/reading/speaking	assessments,	extended
writing	tasks,	end-of-module	assessments,	revision	and	self-assessment	activities,	and
end-of-year	review	activities.

Recommended	websites

Linguascope

BBC	Bitesize	French

Language	Gym

Quizlet	vocabulary	sets	–	shared	on	Teams

Contact

Madame	Karine	Selvam,	Teacher	of	French
k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

mailto:k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

Geography

Curriculum	information

Students	examine	what	makes	countries	developed	or	not,	how	this	is	measured,	and
the	factors	that	have	led	to	our	current	unequal	world,	before	investigating	the	nature
of	globalisation	and	the	impacts	of	spreading	technologies	and	global	corporations	on
our	lives	and	futures.

Skills
Two	contrasting	country	studies	—	the	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo	and	the
United	States	of	America	—	developing	skills	to	compare	countries	through	data
analysis	and	critical	questioning

Assessment	information

Assessments	cover	key	words	and	development	indicators,	the	importance	of	fresh
water	and	sustainable	development,	and	how	transnational	corporations	keep	their
profits	so	high,	with	a	focus	on	global	projects	that	can	reduce	inequalities.

Recommended	websites

BBC	Bitesize

BBC	Bitesize

BBC	Bitesize

Contact

Mr	Enock	Ichuriza,	Subject	Lead
e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?filter=bitesize&q=globalisation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zp8jwnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2frg7h
mailto:e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

Geography

Curriculum	information

Learners	examine	the	hydrological	cycle,	factors	influencing	climate,	different	types	of
rainfall,	tropical	storms,	measuring	the	weather	and	microclimates,	tied	together	with	a
short	practical	enquiry	applying	their	knowledge	to	explain	the	different	microclimates
around	the	school	building.

Skills
A	thematic	look	at	the	United	States	of	America,	developing	skills	to	compare
countries	through	data	analysis	and	critical	questioning

Assessment	information

A	keywords	test,	a	Hurricane	Katrina	news	article,	and	a	microclimates	project	and
presentation,	followed	by	an	end-of-term	assessment	covering	all	topics	and	skills
studied.

Recommended	websites

BBC	Bitesize

Education	Quizzes

National	Geographic	Kids

National	Geographic

Ordnance	Survey	Mapzone

Contact

Mr	Enock	Ichuriza,	Subject	Lead
e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx38q6f
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/geography/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
mailto:e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

Geography

Curriculum	information

Left	to	the	end	of	Key	Stage	3	as	a	synoptic	unit	tying	together	much	of	the	past	three
years,	learners	start	by	looking	at	how	we	make	energy	and	complete	a	mini	project	on
hydroelectric	power	in	Africa.	The	second	half	of	the	unit	covers	climate	change,	the
greenhouse	effect,	carbon	footprints,	food	miles	and	the	impacts	of	climate	change,
finishing	by	considering	how	our	lives	can	be	made	more	sustainable.

Skills
A	thematic	look	at	the	United	States	of	America,	developing	skills	to	compare
countries	through	data	analysis	and	critical	questioning

Assessment	information

A	keywords	test,	the	Grand	Inga	Projects	and	presentations,	'If	Polar	Bears	could	talk...',
and	the	Kiribati	mystery,	followed	by	an	end-of-term	assessment	covering	all	topics	and
skills	studied.

Recommended	websites

BBC	Bitesize

Education	Quizzes

National	Geographic	Kids

National	Geographic

Ordnance	Survey	Mapzone

Contact

Mr	Enock	Ichuriza,	Subject	Lead
e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjsc87h
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/geography/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
mailto:e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

History

Curriculum	information

Students	examine	the	long-term	causes	of	The	Great	War,	followed	by	the	short-term
causes	including	the	assassination	of	the	Archduke,	before	moving	on	to	trench
warfare,	the	Battle	of	the	Somme,	the	events	which	ended	the	war	and	the	Treaty
which	followed.

Skills
Source	analysis	and	evaluation
Chronological	understanding
Significance
Causes	and	consequences	of	events

Assessment	information

Ongoing	verbal	feedback	and	targets	during	Mad	Marking,	alongside	a	Newspaper
Article	on	the	Naval	Race	and	a	Source	Analysis	assessment	on	life	in	the	trenches.

Recommended	websites

BBC	Education

Contact

Ms	Emily	Campbell-Scully,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	History
e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z4crd2p
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

History

Curriculum	information

Students	begin	investigating	topics	covered	at	IGCSE	—	Civil	Rights	is	examined	in	Paper
1	of	the	IGCSE	exam.	They	explore	the	Jim	Crow	laws,	school	segregation,	the	Brown	vs.
Board	of	Education	case,	the	Little	Rock	Nine,	and	civil	rights	figures	including	Rosa
Parks	and	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.

Skills
Source	analysis	and	evaluation
Chronological	understanding
Significance
Causes	and	consequences	of	events

Assessment	information

Ongoing	verbal	feedback	and	targets	during	Mad	Marking,	alongside	a	Judgement
assessment	on	the	Brown	vs.	Board	of	Education	case	and	a	task	on	the	most	significant
activist	and	why.

Recommended	websites

BBC	Bitesize

BBC	Bitesize

Contact

Ms	Emily	Campbell-Scully,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	History
e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4cwmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcmbmbk/articles/z7969ty
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

History

Curriculum	information

Students	begin	investigating	topics	covered	at	IGCSE	—	Russia	and	the	Soviet	Union	is
examined	in	Paper	2	of	the	IGCSE	exam.	They	explore	Tsarist	rule,	discontent	in	Russia,
the	1905	and	1917	revolutions,	problems	with	the	Provisional	Government,	the
Bolshevik	takeover,	Lenin	and	Trotsky,	Bolshevik	decrees	and	the	Civil	War.

Skills
Source	analysis	and	evaluation
Chronological	understanding
Significance
Causes	and	consequences	of	events

Assessment	information

An	essay	assessment:	"The	policies	of	Tsar	Nicholas	II	of	Russia	were	unfair."	How	far
do	you	agree	with	this	statement?

Recommended	websites

BBC	Bitesize

Contact

Ms	Emily	Campbell-Scully,	Teacher	in	Charge	of	History
e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zp94jxs
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

ICT	/	Computer
Science

Curriculum	information

Year	9	learners	follow	the	National	Centre	for	Computing	Education	curriculum,	linked
to	the	National	Curriculum	of	England:	Computing,	which	aims	to	ensure	learners
understand	core	computer	science	principles,	analyse	problems	computationally,
evaluate	and	apply	information	technology,	and	become	responsible,	confident	and
creative	users	of	technology.

Unit	1:	AI	and	Machine	Learning
Explore	AI	and	its	uses
Understand	rules	and	machine	learning
Explore	AI	ethics	and	the	Turing	Test
Investigate	classification	and	pattern	recognition
Develop	a	simple	chatbot	and	image-recognition	program
Explore	sentiment	analysis
Understand	AI	bias	and	its	impact	on	jobs	and	society

Unit	2:	Introduction	to	Python	Programming
Write	simple	Python	programs	using	input,	output	and	assignment
Use	selection	(if,	elif,	else)	and	loops	(while)
Understand	and	use	variables	and	data	types	(string,	integer,	float)
Perform	calculations	and	basic	problem	solving
Understand	and	fix	errors	(syntax,	runtime,	logic)
Write	simple	algorithms	and	pseudocode
Use	comparison	operators	and	correct	indentation
Understand	linear	(and	basic	binary)	search
Use	random	values	and	apply	order	of	precedence	(BIDMAS)

Assessment	information

Learners	are	examined	on	each	unit	through	end-of-unit	assessments	incorporating	all
material	studied	in	that	unit.

Recommended	websites

AI	Explained	(Unit	1)

Machine	Learning	(Unit	1)

BBC	Bitesize	(Unit	1)

Programiz	(Unit	2)

W3Schools	Python	(Unit	2)

Contact

Mrs	Shahana	Noushad,	Head	of	ICT	/	Computer	Science
s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaoIqVMd6tc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cExJbbwOfcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://www.programiz.com/python-programming
https://www.w3schools.com/python/default.asp
mailto:s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

ICT	/	Computer
Science

Curriculum	information

Students	develop	data	management,	problem-solving	and	digital	skills,	learning	to
organise,	search	and	present	data	using	databases,	and	build	on	their	Python
programming	through	more	advanced	computational	thinking.

Unit	1:	Database	Development
Understand	databases,	tables,	records	and	fields
Enter	and	manage	data	using	forms
Create,	sort	and	search	data	using	queries
Use	comparison	and	Boolean	operators
Create	user-friendly	data	entry	forms
Create	and	format	reports
Use	query	parameters	and	calculated	fields
Apply	database	skills	to	real-world	tasks

Unit	2:	Python	Next	Steps
Understand	data	types	and	type	conversion
Use	IF–ELSE	statements	to	make	decisions
Use	FOR	and	WHILE	loops	for	repetition
Create,	update	and	use	lists
Understand	and	use	procedures	and	functions
Use	parameters	and	return	values
Read,	trace	and	understand	Python	programs
Apply	programming	skills	to	solve	problems
Test	and	debug	programs
Develop	structured	and	reusable	code

Assessment	information

Learners	are	examined	on	each	unit	through	end-of-unit	assessments	incorporating	all
material	studied	in	that	unit.

Recommended	websites

GCSE.com	Databases	(Unit	1)

W3Schools	SQL	(Unit	1)

Programiz	(Unit	2)

W3Schools	Python	(Unit	2)

Contact

Mrs	Shahana	Noushad,	Head	of	ICT	/	Computer	Science
s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.gcse.com/ict/databases.htm
https://www.w3schools.com/sql/
https://www.programiz.com/python-programming
https://www.w3schools.com/python/default.asp
mailto:s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

ICT	/	Computer
Science

Curriculum	information

Students	develop	data	modelling	skills	using	spreadsheets	and	creative	digital	media
skills	through	video	production,	applying	planning,	technical	and	evaluation	skills
throughout.

Unit	1:	Spreadsheet	Modelling
Create	formulas	and	use	basic	functions	(SUM,	AVERAGE)
Use	advanced	functions	(IF,	MAX,	COUNTIF)	and	basic	macros
Apply	cell	referencing	and	formatting
Use	spreadsheets	for	modelling	and	'what	if'	analysis
Use	tools	such	as	sorting,	validation	and	conditional	formatting
Create	charts	and	simple	systems

Unit	2:	Creating	a	Video
Understand	basic	camera	techniques	and	shot	types
Plan	a	TV	advert	using	a	brief,	script	and	storyboard
Record	and	transfer	video	footage
Edit	video	using	cuts,	trimming	and	transitions
Use	multiple	tracks	and	add	background	music
Add	text	and	synchronise	clips	with	music
Export	and	evaluate	the	finished	video
Develop	teamwork,	creativity	and	communication	skills

Assessment	information

Learners	are	examined	on	each	unit	through	end-of-unit	assessments	incorporating	all
material	studied	in	that	unit.

Recommended	websites

W3Schools	Excel	(Unit	1)

Microsoft	Clipchamp	(Unit	2)

Contact

Mrs	Shahana	Noushad,	Head	of	ICT	/	Computer	Science
s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.w3schools.com/EXCEL/index.php
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/clipchamp/
mailto:s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

Music

Curriculum	information

Term	1A:	Soundtracks	—	Music	for	Film	&	TV.	Learners	develop	skills	and	knowledge	in
the	genre	of	Music	for	Film	&	TV,	exploring	performing	and	composing	skills	to
understand	how	music	is	constructed	and	used	in	film,	television	and	musical	theatre
settings.	Using	a	variety	of	acoustic	and	electronic	sound	sources	and	a	DAW	(Logic	Pro
X),	students	create	ideas	to	a	given	brief,	recognise	and	use	features	in	their	own
writing,	and	produce	an	arrangement	of	a	film	theme	using	automation,	effects	and
other	music	technology	skills.	Equipment	used:	all	classroom	instruments,	Logic	Pro	X,
piano,	guitars,	keyboards.	Listening	focus:	film	music,	soundtracks,	music	for	TV.	Main
skills	developed:	composition,	listening	and	appraising.	Term	1B:	Assessed	Composition
—	Music	Technology.	Students	compose	a	piece	of	Music	Technology	to	accompany	a
video	clip	from	an	advert	or	film,	or	produce	a	jingle,	being	introduced	to	further
editing,	composing	and	arranging	techniques	using	Logic	Pro	X.	Students	immerse
themselves	in	the	world	of	jingles	and	video/computer	game	music,	analysing	well-
known	and	iconic	tracks	to	develop	critical	thinking	and	analysis	skills,	while
collaborating	to	develop	their	practical	skills	using	music	technology	and	live
instruments.	Instruments	used:	vocal	(singing),	keyboard	(piano),	Logic	Pro	X.	Listening
focus:	TV	and	film	music,	advert	music,	computer	game	music,	Popular	Music.	Main
skill	developed:	performance	and	composition.

Assessment	information

A	baseline	test	in	Term	1,	followed	by	a	performing	and/or	composing	assessment	at
the	end	of	term.

Recommended	websites

Sutori	—	Music	History	Timeline

Classic	FM

Contact

Mr	Gavin	Greenaway,	Head	of	Performing	Arts
g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.sutori.com/story/music-history-timeline--Lqe4sFKEALzRDSF7DXQTjxo4
https://www.classicfm.com/
mailto:g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

Music

Curriculum	information

Term	2A:	Higher-Level	Composition/Arranging	Skills	in	Logic	Pro	and	the	iMac	Suite
(Composition	&	Arranging	task).	Learners	build	on	their	skills	in	composing,	producing,
mixing,	editing	and	sequencing	ideas	within	Logic	Pro,	completing	a	step-sequencing
task	and	a	piano-roll	arrangement	composition	using	MIDI	keyboards	and	a	DAW.
Equipment	used:	Logic	Pro,	iMacs	and	keyboards.	Listening	focus:	Popular	Music.	Main
skill	developed:	composing	and	arranging.	Term	2B:	Composing	&	Arranging	Project.
Students	compose	an	arrangement	of	a	melody	using	the	skills	learnt	in	the	first	half	of
term,	using	pitch/melody,	rhythm,	dynamics,	timbre	and	harmony	within	a	DAW;	the
most	able	are	encouraged	to	use	an	audio	interface	to	record	live	instruments	and
voices.	A	variety	of	electronic	music	artists	are	shared	with	learners	as	they	explore
EDM/Popular	music's	impact	on	20th-century	composition.	Instruments	used:	MIDI
keyboard,	Logic	Pro,	SM58	microphones,	bass	guitar,	electric	guitars.	Listening	focus:
Western	Classical	Music,	Popular	Music	and	EDM.

Assessment	information

A	baseline	test	in	Term	1,	followed	by	a	performing	and/or	composing	assessment	at
the	end	of	term.

Recommended	websites

Sutori	—	Music	History	Timeline

Classic	FM

BBC	Bitesize	KS3	Music

Contact

Mr	Gavin	Greenaway,	Head	of	Performing	Arts
g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.sutori.com/story/music-history-timeline--Lqe4sFKEALzRDSF7DXQTjxo4
https://www.classicfm.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
mailto:g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

Music

Curriculum	information

Term	3A	&	3B:	GCSE	Transition	—	Choice-Based	Curriculum.	This	term	cements	the
knowledge	and	skills	built	over	the	year	and	forms	a	basis	for	learners	considering	GCSE
Music.	Projects	are	differentiated	to	allow	students	to	increase	their	practical
musicianship	on	different	instruments,	improve	theoretical	knowledge,	and	build
additional	core	skills	in	notation	and	music	technology	within	composition.	End-of-term
assessments	allow	students	to	deliver	performances	using	the	instrumental	and	vocal
skills	developed	throughout	the	year	and	showcase	their	compositions	using	the	iMac
suite	and/or	acoustic	instruments.	Learners	also	develop	skills	on	the	ukulele,	building
solo,	ensemble,	listening	and	performing	skills	through	technique,	chords	and
melodies.	Instruments	used:	vocal	(singing),	keyboard	(piano),	Logic	Pro.	Listening
focus:	Western	Classical	Music	and	Popular	Music.	Main	skill	developed:	performance
and	composition.

Assessment	information

A	baseline	test	in	Term	1,	followed	by	a	performing	and/or	composing	assessment	at
the	end	of	term.

Recommended	websites

Sutori	—	Music	History	Timeline

Classic	FM

BBC	Bitesize	KS3	Music

Contact

Mr	Gavin	Greenaway,	Head	of	Performing	Arts
g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.sutori.com/story/music-history-timeline--Lqe4sFKEALzRDSF7DXQTjxo4
https://www.classicfm.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
mailto:g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	1

information

Physical
Education

Curriculum	information

Term	1	baseline	assessment	for	Year	9	confirms	readiness	for	more	autonomous,
tactically	driven	lesson	content	across	the	full	rotation	pool.	Lessons	follow	the
standard	Baseline	–	skill	development	–	Final	Assessment	structure	under	the	TLAG
framework,	but	with	less	time	spent	re-establishing	routines	and	more	spent	extending
technical	range	and	tactical	understanding.	As	the	final	year	of	KS3,	Term	1	evidence
also	begins	informing	early	conversations	about	KS4	pathway	options.	Students
continue	along	their	physical	literacy	flightpath	with	a	stronger	expectation	of	self-
management,	independent	problem-solving	and	consistency	of	performance	than	in
Years	7	or	8.

Assessment	information

Assessment	continues	under	the	Sport	&	ATL	Model	(85%	Sport,	15%	ATL)	and	the
Emerging	→	Mastery	ladder,	but	Year	9's	Term	1	Baseline	is	used	to	confirm	readiness
for	more	autonomous,	tactically	driven	content	rather	than	to	re-establish	basic
routines.	Progress	is	judged	with	a	higher	expectation	of	consistency	and	independent
problem-solving	than	in	Years	7	or	8.	Term	1	assessment	evidence	also	begins	to	inform
early	KS4	pathway	conversations,	making	this	term's	ATL	observations	—	self-
management,	resilience	and	independent	decision-making	—	particularly	significant	for
students'	broader	development.

Recommended	websites

iGCSE	PE	Complete	(YouTube)	–	Aimed	at	Y10/11	GCSE	PE,	but	offers	accessible	early
exposure	to	concepts	such	as	components	and	skill-related	fitness;	optional	extension
viewing	rather	than	required	homework	at	this	stage

Contact

Mr	James	Laird,	Director	of	Sport
J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	2

information

Physical
Education

Curriculum	information

Term	2	requires	Year	9	students	to	apply	tactical	understanding	with	real
independence,	analysing	opposition,	adapting	strategy	mid-game	and	taking	ownership
of	decision-making	within	competitive	and	small-sided	formats.	The	block's	remaining
skill-development	lessons	and	Final	Assessment	demand	greater	consistency	and
control	under	pressure	than	in	previous	years.	This	marks	a	deliberate	step	up	in
cognitive	demand	within	the	Physical	Literacy	Framework,	reflecting	Year	9's	position
as	the	bridge	between	KS3	skill	development	and	the	greater	autonomy	expected	at
KS4.	Sports	Day	is	a	key	feature	of	Term	2	for	KS3	students.

Assessment	information

Continuous	assessment	through	Term	2	tracks	Sport	progress	against	a	higher	bar	than
previous	years	—	consistency,	control	under	pressure	and	independent	tactical
decision-making	across	the	block's	remaining	skill-development	lessons	and	Final
Assessment.	ATL	evidence	reflects	Year	9's	step	up	in	cognitive	demand,	including
opposition	analysis	and	mid-game	strategy	adaptation.	The	85%/15%	Sport/ATL
weighting	continues	to	apply,	with	ATL	judgements	around	teamwork	and
communication	under	competitive	pressure,	consistent	with	practice	in	Years	7	and	8.

Recommended	websites

iGCSE	PE	Complete	(YouTube)	–	Videos	on	principles	of	play	and	tactical	concepts	offer
an	accessible	way	to	connect	practical	work	to	GCSE	theory;	optional	viewing	rather
than	a	core	resource	at	this	stage

Contact

Mr	James	Laird,	Director	of	Sport
J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com


Year	9
Term	3

information

Physical
Education

Curriculum	information

Term	3	combines	two	further	sport	blocks	in	Invasion	Games	and	Net	&	Wall	Games
with	the	Warm	Weather	Health-Related	Fitness	and	theory	phase.	For	Year	9,	this
phase	is	framed	around	self-directed	fitness	planning,	with	students	beginning	to
connect	physical	literacy	and	activity	habits	to	broader	lifestyle	choices	and,	where
relevant,	KS4	pathway	thinking.	The	block's	Final	Assessment	delivers	the	term's
summative	Sport	grade,	while	fitness-testing	and	reflection	inform	ATL	evidence.
Transition-focused	lessons	close	the	year,	preparing	Year	9	students	for	the	increased
academic	and	physical	expectations	of	Key	Stage	4.

Assessment	information

Term	3	assessment	again	spans	Phase	3a's	Final	Assessment,	delivering	the	summative
Sport	grade	for	the	year's	last	rotation	block,	and	Phase	3b's	Health-Related	Fitness
work,	which	contributes	to	ATL	through	self-directed	fitness	planning	and	reflection
rather	than	the	Sport	strand.	For	Year	9,	this	self-management	evidence	carries
particular	weight	as	part	of	the	broader	picture	feeding	into	KS4	pathway	thinking.	The
85%/15%	Sport/ATL	weighting	applies	consistently	across	the	year,	with	Term	3
providing	the	final	assessment	data	point	before	end-of-year	reporting	and	transition
into	Key	Stage	4.

Recommended	websites

iGCSE	PE	Complete	(YouTube)	–	Videos	on	training	methods,	components	of	fitness	and
health-related	concepts	closely	mirror	Term	3's	theory	content;	a	strong	optional
resource	ahead	of	fitness	testing	and	reflection	work

Contact

Mr	James	Laird,	Director	of	Sport
J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

