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Year 8
Term 1
information

English

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculu formati

Term 1 focuses on building momentum from the work completed in Year 7 while
continuing to foster a love and appreciation for English. As a skills-based subject,
learners continually build on what came before, so it is important that they continue
their journey towards academic success. Every term includes several units designed to
develop key skills, with multiple opportunities for peer, self and teacher assessment
across reading, writing, speaking and listening, alongside regular formal book checks.

Unit 1: Islands

Using the theme of islands as a vessel for teaching descriptive and travel writing,
learners link these skills to promotional materials, drawing on advertising techniques
from Year 7. The unit concludes with learners presenting a narrative about an island of
their own creation, developing public speaking skills.

Unit 2: Podcasts

This short unit uses the medium of podcasting to expose learners to long-form
broadcasts, interviewing skills, active listening, articulation, research and
summarisation, culminating in their own short podcast episode.

Unit 3: UAE Heritage

Timed around UAE National Day and Flag Day, learners explore the UAE's rich cultural
diversity and heritage, and the importance of preserving and celebrating it, while
developing reading, writing and speaking skills.

Assessment information

A different reading or writing skill (SF1-SF7) is assessed each week. Every assignment
set counts towards the end-of-term grade, including several teacher, self and peer
assessments over the course of the term.




Year 8
Term 2
information

English
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Curriculu formati

Term 2 shifts the focus to literature, where learners engage with a variety of texts to
improve their critical reading and analytical skills, laying the foundation for more
serious analysis in the IGCSE programme.

Unit 1: The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty

Learners undertake their first formal study of a full drama text. Set in the UK, the play
explores how bullying and rumours can have dire consequences, with opportunities to
perform excerpts and learn characterisation, staging and performance.

Unit 2: Poetry Study

Learners continue developing the elements of poetry begun in Year 7, exploring texts
from a wide variety of backgrounds and contexts, examining how poets use language
and technique, and crafting their own poems to specified criteria.

Assessment information

A different reading or writing skill (SF1-SF7) is assessed each week. Every assignment
set counts towards the end-of-term grade, including several teacher, peer and self
assessments.




Curriculum information

Learners engage with a critical study of literature primarily through exploring Holes by
Louis Sachar. Through engaging with the text, they learn important literary analysis
techniques while developing their knowledge and understanding of written and spoken
English. Tasks focus on analysing the novel, but the text is also used to help students
improve their ability to use language in a variety of contexts through writing letters,
diary entries and reports.

Year8

Term 3 A different reading or writing skill (SF1-SF7) is assessed each week. Every assignment
set counts towards the end-of-term grade, including several teacher, peer and self
assessments.

Recommended websites

English BBC Bitesize - Recommended for reading skills

information
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/courses/zb9ttrd

Curriculu formati

Pupils deepen their understanding across five core topics: number, equations and
formulae, powers, 2D shapes and 3D solids, and graphs. Building on their Year 7
foundation, lessons focus on enhancing fluency, abstract algebraic reasoning and
practical geometry skills.

Topic 1: Number

e Add, subtract, multiply and divide positive and negative numbers
Year 8 ® Use prime factorisation to find HCF and LCM

® Apply laws of indices

Term 1 ® Carry out calculations using order of operations

information Topic 2: Equations & Formulae
® Solve one-step and two-step equations
® Form and solve more complex equations

X e Solve problems by writing and using formulae
Mathematics

Topic 3: Powers

® Simplify expressions involving powers and brackets

Use laws of indices to simplify algebraic expressions

Factorise algebraic expressions

Write and simplify expressions involving brackets and powers

Substitute integers into expressions

Topic 4: 2D Shapes & 3D Solids

® Calculate the area of triangles, trapeziums and parallelograms
® Calculate the area of compound shapes

® Understand and draw nets of 3D shapes

e Calculate surface area and volume of cubes and cuboids
e Convert between metric units for area and volume
Topic 5: Graphs

® Plot direct proportion graphs

e Interpret real-life graphs

e Draw and interpret distance-time graphs

® Interpret curved graphs

Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

Dr Frost Maths - Videos, practice questions and exam-style tasks

Maths Genie - Topic-based revision, exam questions and model answers

Corbett Maths - Practice questions, videos and 5-a-day retrieval tasks

T
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Mr Aonghus Hanna, Director of Mathematics
ahanna cia@gemsedu.com



https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Pupils build on their foundational knowledge across four key areas: fractions and
decimals, probability, percentages, and shapes and angles. Lessons focus on sharpening
numerical accuracy, mastering multi-step algebraic methods and deepening geometric
reasoning.

Topic 6: Fractions & Decimals

® Round to decimal places
Year 8 e Multiply and divide decimals
® Convert fractions to decimals
Term 2 Multiply and divide by fractions
information Add and subtract fractions

Calculate with mixed numbers

Solve problems with fractions and decimals

. Topic 7: Probability
Mathematics X o )
e Estimate probability based on experimental data

e Use relative frequency to estimate probabilities

Topic 8: Percentages

e Convert between fractions, decimals and percentages

® Calculate a percentage increase and decrease

® Use multipliers to calculate percentage increase and decrease
® Calculate compound interest

e Divide a quantity into three parts given a ratio

Topic 9: Shapes & Angles
o [dentify and use properties of quadrilaterals
e Calculate angles in parallel lines

® Calculate interior and exterior angles of polygons

‘ Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

‘ Recommended websites

Dr Frost Maths - Videos, practice questions and exam-style tasks

Maths Genie - Topic-based revision, exam questions and model answers

Corbett Maths - Practice questions, videos and 5-a-day retrieval tasks

T S

Mr Aonghus Hanna, Director of Mathematics
a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Pupils consolidate and advance their mathematical expertise across five key domains:
charts and diagrams, straight line graphs, Pythagoras' theorem, factorising, and
quadratic equations. Lessons focus on sharpening statistical analysis, linking visual
representations to algebraic equations, and mastering advanced algebraic
manipulation.

Topic 10: Charts & Diagrams

e Calculate the mean from a frequency table

Year 8 ) .

® Draw and interpret a stem and leaf diagram
Term 3 e Draw and interpret pie charts

information ® Compare two data sets using statistics or graphs

e Interpret and draw scatter diagrams

Topic 11: Straight Line Graphs
. ® Plot straight line graphs and calculate the y-intercept
Mathematics o Calculate the gradient of a straight line graph

e Find the equation of a straight line graph

Topic 12: Pythagoras

o |dentify the hypotenuse of a right-angled triangle

o Work out the length of the hypotenuse given the other two sides
® Calculate the length of a side if the hypotenuse is given

® Solve more complex, two-step problems involving Pythagoras
Topic 13: Factorising

® Take out common factors

e Factorise using the guide number method

® Factorise using the difference of two squares

e Factorise by completing the square

Topic 14: Quadratic Equations

® Recognise, generate points for, and plot graphs of quadratic functions
® Factorise quadratic equations

® Solve quadratic equations using factorisation

‘ Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions, plus an End of Year Assessment.

‘ Recommended websites

Dr Frost Maths - Videos, practice questions and exam-style tasks

Maths Genie - Topic-based revision, exam questions and model answers

Corbett Maths - Practice questions, videos and 5-a-day retrieval tasks

I S

Mr Aonghus Hanna, Director of Mathematics
a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Year 8
Term 1
information

Science

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Term 1 builds scientific knowledge and enquiry skills through the British National
Curriculum. Students develop practical skills in planning investigations, analysing data
and evaluating results. They study Gas Exchange and Respiration, Chemical Reactions,
and Motion and Pressure, developing their ability to use scientific equations, interpret
evidence and explain observations. Emphasis is placed on practical investigation,
accurate calculations and applying scientific knowledge to unfamiliar contexts.

Topic areas taught this term

e Scientific skills

® Gas exchange and respiration
® Chemical reactions

® Motion and pressure

Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize - Concise explanations, quizzes and interactive activities
Cognito - Short, focused videos and practice questions across all three sciences
Seneca Learning - Interactive revision using retrieval practice and spaced repetition

Revision Monkey KS3 Science

L

Ms Zeenat Zahoor, Director of Science
z.zahoor cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Alaa Hijazi, Teacher in Charge of Chemistry
a.hijazil cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Attiya Imam, Teacher in Charge of Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms Robyn Scott, Teacher in Charge of Biology
r.scott cia@gemsedu.com



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Term 2 develops students' understanding of key concepts within the British National
Curriculum. Students study Photosynthesis and Respiration, including leaf adaptations,
gas exchange and aerobic and anaerobic respiration. They explore Acids and Alkalis,
including pH, indicators, neutralisation and energy changes, and study Waves, including
sound, the electromagnetic spectrum, reflection and refraction.

Topic areas taught this term

® Photosynthesis and respiration
Year 8 ) )

® Acids and alkalis
Term 2 ® Waves

information
 emeome

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize - Concise explanations, quizzes and interactive activities

Science

Cognito - Short, focused videos and practice questions across all three sciences
Seneca Learning - Interactive revision using retrieval practice and spaced repetition

Revision Monkey KS3 Science

Ms Zeenat Zahoor, Director of Science
z.zahoor cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Alaa Hijazi, Teacher in Charge of Chemistry
a.hijazil cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Attiya Imam, Teacher in Charge of Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms Robyn Scott, Teacher in Charge of Biology
r.scott cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Term 3 develops students' application of science through the British National
Curriculum. Students study Nutrition and Digestion, Materials and Recycling, and
Electricity and Magnetism, linking scientific concepts to health, sustainability and
technology. A Scientific Skills Project allows students to apply practical, data analysis
and evaluation skills through independent investigation.

Topic areas taught this term

e Nutrition and digestion
Year 8

® Materials and recycling
Term 3 e Electricity and magnetism

information
 emeome

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions, plus an End of Year Assessment examining all topics studied during
the year to that point.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize - Concise explanations, quizzes and interactive activities

Science

Cognito - Short, focused videos and practice questions across all three sciences
Seneca Learning - Interactive revision using retrieval practice and spaced repetition

Revision Monkey KS3 Science

e

Ms Zeenat Zahoor, Director of Science
z.zahoor cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Alaa Hijazi, Teacher in Charge of Chemistry
a.hijazil cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Attiya Imam, Teacher in Charge of Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms Robyn Scott, Teacher in Charge of Biology
r.scott cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Term 1 begins with an introduction to the Elements of Art before learners complete
their baseline assessment. Through short practical workshops, learners explore line,
shape, form, tone, texture, colour and pattern while building confidence in
observational drawing and 2D media, using Fauna and Flora as the baseline theme.
Learners then move into the Cultural Patterns project, exploring a range of cultural
designs — including the Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi and patterns inspired by British
designers — and making links to contemporary artists, before designing their own
Year 8 culturally influenced artwork. Learners see their Art teacher twice a week for 50-
minute lessons.

Term 1

ntormation |t
information

Art is assessed continually through a project-based approach across the whole term.
The Fauna and Flora Baseline Assessment takes place in Week 4 (end of September),
establishing each learner's starting point. The final Cultural Patterns piece is assessed,
and the end-of-term grade is based on the entire project, demonstrating understanding
of the Formal Elements.

Recommended websites

Pinterest
Student Art Guide

Art Cyclopedia
Art Studio Chalkboard

The Artchive

The Jacques-Hamon Collection

Art2Day

20th-Century British Sculpture

Victoria and Albert Museum

T

Mrs Luzaan Putter, Head of Art
l.putter cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners are introduced to the project of Portraits, developing an understanding of
how artists use media and techniques while analysing the work of others. Key skills
include proportions, features and investigating identity through a range of media, with
subject matter drawn from the UAE and across the world, linking to Maths for the grid
method. Learners see their Art teacher once a week for one 50-minute lesson.

‘ Assessment information

Year 8 . . . o

Art is assessed continually through a project-based approach. The final piece is
Term 2 assessed, and the end-of-term grade is based on the entire Portraits — Key Skills
project, demonstrating understanding of the Formal Elements.

Recommended websites

Pinterest

information

Student Art Guide

Art Cyclopedia
Art Studio Chalkboard

The Artchive

The Jacques-Hamon Collection

Art2Day

‘

(%]
=+
)

20th-Century British Sculpture

Victoria and Albert Museum

Mrs Luzaan Putter, Head of Art
Lputter cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners are introduced to the Living World, looking at Flora and Fauna through a skills-
based project using a variety of media. They investigate proportions, colour theory,
lines and texture, developing skills in watercolour, pen and wash, chalk pastels and
printing, with subject links to Maths for proportions and Science for Flora and Fauna,
alongside Global Understanding and Conservation. Learners see their Art teacher once
a week for one 50-minute lesson.

Year8

Term 3 Art is assessed continually through a project-based approach. The end-of-term grade
for Term 3 is based on the entire project — The Living World: Flora and Fauna —
demonstrating understanding of the Formal Elements.

Recommended websites

Pinterest

information

Student Art Guide

Art Cyclopedia
Art Studio Chalkboard

The Artchive

The Jacques-Hamon Collection

Art2Day

20th-Century British Sculpture

Victoria and Albert Museum

T

Mrs Luzaan Putter, Head of Art
l.putter cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Students build upon Year 7 foundations and develop greater confidence, learning to
talk about family members, professions, where people live, weather and daily routines.
They are introduced to a wider range of verb patterns and begin using the perfect
tense to describe past events, including weekend and evening activities, developing
fluency across all four skills.

Key grammar and language skills

® Describing family and relationships

Year 8
Term 1

e Talking about professions and future ambitions
Discussing places and French-speaking countries
information Describing weather and daily routines
Present tense verb consolidation

Introduction to the perfect tense

Talking about past leisure activities

Developing longer spoken and written answers

Assessment information

Vocabulary and grammar tests, listening, reading and writing tasks, speaking activities
and presentations, end-of-module assessments, revision and self-assessment activities,
and written tasks using present and past tenses.

‘ Recommended websites

Linguascope
BBC Bitesize French
Language Gym

Quizlet vocabulary sets - shared on Teams

I S

Madame Karine Selvam, Teacher of French
k.selvam cia@gemsedu.com
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mailto:k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Students continue developing their understanding of the past tense while learning to
discuss leisure activities, outings and shopping experiences, including television
programmes, past events, invitations, excuses, and opinions about clothes and fashion.
They then move on to food and drink, discussing meals, organising celebrations,
shopping for food and ordering in restaurants.

Key grammar and language skills

® Using the perfect tense with avoir and étre

Year 8
Term 2

e Describing leisure activities and outings
Making and responding to invitations
information Using modal verbs such as vouloir, devoir and pouvoir
Discussing clothes and personal preferences

Talking about food and drink

Understanding the partitive article

Ordering food in authentic situations
e Developing transactional language and role-play skills

‘ Assessment information

Vocabulary and grammar quizzes, speaking role-play activities, reading and listening
comprehension tasks, end-of-module assessments, revision and self-assessment
activities, and writing tasks using multiple tenses.

Recommended websites

Linguascope
BBC Bitesize French
Language Gym

Quizlet vocabulary sets - shared on Teams

S

Madame Karine Selvam, Teacher of French
k.selvam cia@gemsedu.com
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mailto:k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Students explore travel, holidays, friendships and technology — learning about
countries, holiday destinations and experiences, while developing the ability to ask
questions and take part in unscripted conversations. Later, they describe friends,
discuss money and technology, and combine present, past and future tenses to create
more sophisticated language, preparing for the transition into Key Stage 4.

Key grammar and language skills

® Countries and French-speaking regions

Year 8
Term 3

e Holidays and travel experiences
Giving opinions and justifications
information Asking and answering questions confidently
Describing friends and relationships

Discussing pocket money and spending habits
Technology and digital devices

Comparatives and superlatives

Combining present, past and future tenses

Producing longer pieces of spoken and written French

Assessment information

Vocabulary and grammar tests, speaking presentations and dialogues, reading and
listening comprehension tasks, end-of-module assessments, extended writing tasks,
and end-of-year review and self-assessment activities.

Recommended websites

Linguascope
BBC Bitesize French
Language Gym

Quizlet vocabulary sets - shared on Teams

S

Madame Karine Selvam, Teacher of French
k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com
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mailto:k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners study tectonic hazards — earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis —
investigating the theories behind earth science and the structure of the crust. They
investigate and compare examples of each hazard, examining how their impacts can be
reduced and managed more sustainably in the future.

Skills

e Investigating places, starting with map skills and geographical questioning before
moving on to specific global issues, tied together with a short investigation based on
China

Year 8
Term 1

Assessments cover geographical skills, key words and development indicators, and
plate tectonics theory, alongside personally researched extended writing on a volcanic
eruption and an earthquake.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize

Geography

BBC Bitesize

British Geological Survey

e

Mr Enock Ichuriza, Subject Lead
e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zn476sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discovering-geology/earth-hazards/
mailto:e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formation

Learners study the planet's population — mechanisms and rates of population growth,
structure and pyramids — tied together by the Demographic Transition Model. The
second half of the unit looks at managing contrasting populations, migration and the
issues associated with it.

Skills
e Developing map skills and geographical questioning before investigating specific
global issues, tied together with a short investigation based on China

Year 8

Term 2

information A keywords test, a Demographic Transition Model essay, and the 'Why is Enrique

wearing a chair?' mystery, followed by an end-of-term assessment covering all topics
and skills studied.

BBC Bitesize
Education Quizzes

National Geographic Kids

National Geographic

Ordnance Survey Mapzone

T S

Mr Enock Ichuriza, Subject Lead
e.ichuriza cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg7nvcw
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/geography/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
mailto:e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners study the classification of industry, industrial change and the Clark Fisher
model, primary industrial location, hi-tech secondary industrial location, and the
globalisation of manufacturing. The second part of the unit focuses on tourism as the
fastest-growing global industry, including mass tourism, ecotourism and sustainable
management.

Skills
e Developing map skills and geographical questioning before investigating specific
global issues, tied together with a short investigation based on China

Year 8
Term 3

A keywords test, a task on factors influencing industrial location, the Aston Martin
Mystery, and a news article on the problems created by tourism in Benidorm, followed
by an end-of-term assessment covering all topics and skills studied.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize
Education Quizzes

National Geographic Kids

Geography

National Geographic

Ordnance Survey Mapzone

L

Mr Enock Ichuriza, Subject Lead
e.ichuriza cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/courses/zktyf82
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/geography/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
mailto:e.ichuriza_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners study the Industrial Revolution in Britain from 1750-1900, including the
changes that took place, their causes and consequences — studying the factory system,
transport, living conditions and protests.

Skills
® Analysing historical sources

e Conducting historical enquiries
Year 8 ® Evaluating significance
® Understanding chronology, causation, consequences, change and continuity

Term 1
= o Empathising with those in the past

Assessment information

Ongoing verbal feedback and targets during Mad Marking, alongside a Causation
History Paragraph (causes of the Industrial Revolution) and a Usefulness assessment judging
the usefulness of a source.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize

L

Ms Emily Campbell-Scully, Teacher in Charge of History
e.campbellscul cia@gemsedu.com

information
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr8thcw/articles/z6kg3j6
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners study the location of the British Empire, the reasons Britain wanted an
Empire, its consequences, the colonisation of India, the Sepoy Rebellion and the British
Raj.

Skills
® Analysing historical sources

e Conducting historical enquiries
Year 8 ® Evaluating significance
® Understanding chronology, causation, consequences, change and continuity

Term 2
= o Empathising with those in the past

Assessment information

Ongoing verbal feedback and targets during Mad Marking, alongside a Source
History Assessment ('How reliable is this source when investigating how Britain took over
India?') and a Judgement Assessment (‘Was the British Empire "good"?').

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize: The British Empire

L

Ms Emily Campbell-Scully, Teacher in Charge of History
e.campbellscul cia@gemsedu.com

information
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7kvf82
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

Year 8
Term 3
information

History

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculum information

Learners study the slave trade and the journey from slavery to freedom in the
Americas, including how and why the slave trade developed, the Middle Passage, life
on plantations, resistance to slavery, the abolition movement and the Civil Rights
Movement.

Skills

e Analysing historical sources

e Conducting historical enquiries

® Evaluating significance

® Understanding chronology, causation, consequences, change and continuity

o Empathising with those in the past

Assessment information

A Source Assessment ("How reliable is this source when analysing the past about the
slave trade?') and assessments covering the triangular trade, the Middle Passage,
plantations, slave resistance and segregation.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize: The Transatlantic Slave Trade

Ms Emily Campbell-Scully, Teacher in Charge of History
e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2qj6sg
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formation

Year 8 learners follow the National Centre for Computing Education curriculum, linked
to the National Curriculum of England: Computing, which aims to ensure learners
understand core computer science principles, analyse problems computationally,
evaluate and apply information technology, and become responsible, confident and
creative users of technology.

Unit 1: App Development in AppShed
e Understand mobile apps, their features and user interfaces

Year 8
Term 1

e Design GUI mock-ups and wireframes

Use AppShed to create and customise a working app
information Create home screens, navigation bars, tabs and links
Add images, galleries, videos and website links

Create maps and interactive map points

Use Blockly to create quizzes with variables and IF statements
ICT / Computer

Science

Test, debug and improve the app
Evaluate the app for usability and user needs

Develop and present a functional, creative app

Unit 2: Computer Networks & the Internet

e The difference between the Internet and the World Wide Web
o How web addresses (URLs) are structured

How data is sent using packets and packet switching

The role of DNS servers

Understanding LANs and WANs

Network hardware (routers, switches, network cards)

Network layouts (bus and star topologies)
Bandwidth, download speeds and buffering
Cloud computing

Keeping data secure using encryption

Recognising secure websites using HTTPS and SSL certificates

‘ Assessment information

Learners are examined on each unit through end-of-unit assessments incorporating all
material studied in that unit.

Recommended websites

Blockly Games (Unit 1)
BBC Bitesize (Unit 2

I S
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Curriculu formati

In Term 2, students develop their digital creativity, technical skills and understanding of
online safety through two units: Graphics, and Computer Crime & Cyber Security. They
learn to create and edit digital graphics while developing an understanding of how to
use technology safely, responsibly and legally, alongside problem-solving, critical
thinking and digital citizenship skills.

Unit 1: Graphics
e Understand vector and bitmap graphics

Year 8 . . .
® Learn about pixels, resolution and file size
Term 2 e Create and edit logos and images
information ® Use layers and selection tools
e Add and format text and effects
e Create a greetings card
® Test, evaluate and improve their design

ICT / Computer
Science

Unit 2: Computer Crime & Cyber Security
o What computer crime is and why it happens
® The Computer Misuse Act and illegal computer activities

e Different types of malware (viruses, ransomware, Trojans)

How to protect devices from malware

Understanding personal data and the Data Protection Act
What identity theft is and how to reduce risks

Creating strong passwords and understanding password attacks
Recognising email scams (phishing, advance fee fraud, spam)

Understanding copyright and plagiarism

Health and safety when using computers (posture, eye strain, blue light)

Assessment information

Learners are examined on each unit through end-of-unit assessments incorporating all
material studied in that unit.

Recommended websites

Vector vs Bitmap Images - Unit 1
BBC Bitesize (Unit 1

How Secure Is My Password (Unit 2)
BBC Bitesize (Unit 2

Thinkuknow (Unit 2)
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Curriculu formati

In Term 3, students develop their programming, web development and creative digital
skills through Games Programming and HTML & Website Development. They design
and create interactive games using GDevelop, then apply their understanding of web
technologies to build and style webpages using HTML and CSS, developing problem-
solving, computational thinking, creativity, testing and debugging skills throughout.

Unit 1: Making Games with GDevelop

e Understanding the key features of a computer game

Year 8
Term 3

e Creating games using a visual programming environment
Designing characters, sprites and game environments
information Creating objects and instances
Using events and particle emitters

Understanding and implementing collision detection

Using variables to create scoring systems
ICT / Computer

Science

Developing game features such as hazards, lives and objectives
Testing, debugging and refining games to improve playability

Applying basic object-oriented programming (OOP) concepts

Unit 2: HTML and Website Development

o Understanding how web pages work

® Writing basic web pages using HTML

Using common tags such as headings, paragraphs, links and images
Structuring content clearly and logically

Styling web pages using CSS

Changing colours, fonts, spacing and layout

Understanding how browsers display web pages

Assessment information

Learners are examined through end-of-unit assessments (Unit 1) and a practical
website development project (Unit 2), incorporating all material studied in each unit.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize (Unit 1
W3Schools (Unit 2

e e
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Curriculu formati

Term 1A: Form & Structure. Learners develop their understanding through listening,
composing and performing activities related to a project on Form and Structure,
recognising how music is built using different types and varieties of formally recognised
musical forms and structures. By learning melody composition techniques, they
develop a greater understanding of how composers produce music across an eclectic
range of styles. Students learn to decipher and read staff notation, developing aural
awareness and producing question-and-answer melodies using Note Flight score-
Year 8 writing technology. Equipment used: classroom electronic keyboards and pianos, Note
Flight. Listening focus: staff notation — Baroque, Classical and Popular music styles.
Term 1 Main skills developed: instrumental performance, listening and appraising. Term 1B:
The Blues. Students explore how composers use a variety of musical elements within
Blues music, listening to and analysing significant composers of the genre and using a
DAW and/or live instruments to realise their own compositions and performances. The
music of various Blues artists is shared with learners as they explore the impact this
musical style has made on 20th-century Popular music. Instruments used: vocal
(singing), keyboard (piano), Logic Pro, guitars, bass guitars, ukulele, percussion.
Listening focus: Blues music and Popular Music.

Assessment informa

A baseline test in Term 1, followed by a performing and/or composing assessment at
the end of term.

‘ Recommended websites

Sutori — Music History Timeline

information

Classic FM

BBC Bitesize KS3 Music

T
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Curriculu formati

Term 2A: Developing Skills in Logic Pro and the iMac Suite (Composition & Arranging
task). Learners build on their composing, producing, mixing, editing and sequencing
skills within Logic Pro, using MIDI keyboards and a DAW to complete a sequencing task,
with the main focus on producing an Electronic Dance Music track using a step
sequencer, piano roll, loops and software instruments. Equipment used: Logic Pro,
iMacs and keyboards. Listening focus: Popular Music. Main skill developed: composing
and arranging. Term 2B: Composing & Arranging Project. Students compose an

Year 8 arrangement of a melody using the skills learnt in the first half of term, using
pitch/melody, rhythm, dynamics, timbre and harmony within a DAW; the most able are
Term 2 encouraged to use an audio interface to record live instruments and voices. A variety of
electronic music artists are shared with learners as they explore EDM/Popular music's
impact on 20th-century composition. Instruments used: MIDI keyboard, Logic Pro,
SM58 microphones, bass guitar, electric guitars. Listening focus: Western Classical
Music, Popular Music and EDM.

‘ Assessment information

A baseline test in Term 1, followed by a performing and/or composing assessment at
the end of term.

‘ Recommended websites

Sutori — Music History Timeline

information

Classic FM
BBC Bitesize KS3 Music
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Curriculu formati

Term 3A: Introduction to Instrumental Ensemble Performing. Learners develop skills in
playing within groups and larger-scale ensembles, including ukulele, the Samba
percussion band, African djembes, drum kits and other pitched and non-pitched
instruments, developing knowledge of how chords and melody combine in a group
setting for an ensemble ukulele performance within Popular music. Equipment used:
ukulele, Samba percussion band, Gamelan instruments, keyboards, drum kit, bass
guitar. Listening focus: World Music. Main skill developed: instrumental ensemble
Year 8 performance and listening. Term 3B: An Introduction to World Music — the Samba
Percussion Band. Learners enhance their understanding of Latin American music,
Term 3 particularly the traditions of the Samba percussion band, through discrete listening and
appraising. Using a combination of pitched and non-pitched percussion instruments,
students learn instrumental drum and percussion techniques, how to follow a leader, a
variety of ostinato drum patterns, call and response, and how to create and perform a
solo while following cues. Instruments used: percussion instruments. Listening focus:
Samba — World Music. Main skill developed: ensemble performance and composition.

Assessment information

A baseline test in Term 1, followed by a performing and/or composing assessment at
the end of term.

Recommended websites

Sutori — Music History Timeline

information

Classic FM

BBC Bitesize KS3 Music
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Curriculum information

Term 1 for Year 8 moves at a faster diagnostic pace than Year 7's induction period.
Baseline assessment is used to identify skill gaps from the previous year, with the full
rotation of sports and students active from the outset. Lessons follow the standard
Baseline - skill development - Final Assessment block structure under the TLAG
framework, re-establishing routines quickly before pushing into more demanding skill-
development content. As students continue along their physical literacy flightpath,
emphasis shifts from simple re-engagement toward consolidating and extending prior-
Year 8 year technical standards across a broader range of sports.

information

Assessment runs continuously across the sport block under the Sport & ATL Model
(85% Sport, 15% ATL), tracked against the Emerging — Mastery ladder. Year 8's Term 1
Baseline lesson is used more diagnostically than Year 7's, identifying specific skill gaps
from the previous year, with progress then monitored through each skill-development
Physical lesson toward the Final Assessment. ATL evidence is expected to reflect faster re-
Education engagement with routines than Year 7, given students' prior year of KS3 experience,
alongside sustained focus and self-management from the outset of the term.

‘ Recommended websites

iGCSE PE Complete (YouTube) - Aimed at Y10/11 GCSE PE, but offers accessible early
exposure to concepts such as components and skill-related fitness; optional extension
viewing rather than required homework at this stage

T S

Mr James Laird, Director of Sport
J.Laird cia@gemsedu.com

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM



https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

Year 8
Term 2
information

Physical
Education

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculum information

Term 2 extends Year 8 students' responsibility within game-based lessons: officiating,
tactical roles and structured peer feedback are built into the skill-development lessons
alongside the block's Final Assessment. Students apply tactics and strategies in
increasingly competitive situations, with a sharper focus on positioning, decision-
making and control under pressure. Beyond technical progress, the Physical Literacy
Framework's social dimension is developed through leadership and communication
demands that go beyond Year 7's introductory competitive exposure. Sports Day is a
feature of Term 2 for KS3 students.

Assessment information

Continuous assessment through Term 2 tracks Sport progress across the block's
remaining skill-development lessons and Final Assessment, alongside ATL evidence
drawn from officiating, tactical roles and peer feedback — responsibilities specific to
Year 8's stage on the Physical Literacy Framework. The 85%/15% Sport/ATL weighting
applies throughout, with judgements based on sustained performance rather than a
single lesson. This term's assessment particularly values leadership and communication
as students take on greater responsibility within lessons.

‘ Recommended websites

iGCSE PE Complete (YouTube) - Videos on principles of play and tactical concepts offer
an accessible way to connect practical work to GCSE theory; optional viewing rather
than a core resource at this stage
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Year 8
Term 3
information

Physical
Education

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculum information

Term 3 pairs two further sport blocks in Invasion Games and Net & Wall Games with
the Warm Weather Health-Related Fitness and theory phase. Building on Year 8's
fitness baseline, students begin setting and tracking personal fitness targets rather than
simply completing tests, deepening their theoretical understanding of training methods
and health concepts alongside practical performance. The block's Final Assessment
provides the term's summative Sport grade, while fitness-testing and reflection
contribute to ATL evidence. Transition lessons close the year, preparing students for
the greater independence and tactical demand expected in Year 9.

Assessment information

Term 3 assessment again spans two strands: Phase 3a's Final Assessment provides the
summative Sport grade for the block, benchmarked against Emerging = Mastery
descriptors, while Phase 3b's Health-Related Fitness work contributes to ATL through
personal target-setting and reflection rather than the Sport strand. Year 8 students are
expected to set and track their own fitness targets, building on Year 7's baseline testing
— a marker of growing self-management within the Physical Literacy Framework. The
85%/15% weighting remains constant across the year, with Term 3 data completing the
picture ahead of transition into Year 9.

‘ Recommended websites

iGCSE PE Complete (YouTube) - Videos on training methods, components of fitness and
health-related concepts closely mirror Term 3's theory content; a strong optional
resource ahead of fitness testing and reflection work
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