Cambridge

GEMS Cambridge International School, Abu Dhabi (CIA)

Year 7 Curriculum Overview

Academic Year 2026 - 2027

A term-by-term guide for parents and carers to what your child will be learning in each subject this year,
including assessment information, recommended resources and subject contacts.

Please note: topics, resources and assessment details may be subject to change as the academic year progresses.

TEACHING IS AN ART. LEARNING IS A SCIENCE.



Contents

This overview brings together the term-by-term curriculum plans shared by each department, so you
can see at a glance what your child will be studying, how they will be assessed, and who to contact
with any questions.

01 English

02 @Mathematics

03 Science

04 Art

05 @French

06 Geography

07 History

08 ICT / Computer Science
09 @Music

10 Physical Education

e
(ES2) TEACH LIKE A GEM




Year 7
Term 1
information

English

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculu formati

Term 1 focuses on settling learners into the demands of secondary school while
building a love and appreciation for English. As a skills-based subject, learners
continually build on what came before, so establishing strong habits now is essential.
Every term includes several units designed to develop key skills, with multiple
opportunities for peer, self and teacher assessment across reading, writing, speaking
and listening, alongside regular formal book checks.

Unit 1: Myths and Legends

Learners study the role myths and legends have played in literature and culture
worldwide, centred on a UAE-adapted version of the Twelve Tasks of Hercules. They
develop attentive reading, writing for effect, character creation and engaging narrative
skills, with some choice in how they respond at the end of the unit.

Unit 2: The Language of Advertising

Learners explore how businesses use language to engage audiences and encourage
consumption, examining how companies combine language and visuals to create
compelling narratives, before creating their own advertisements in a variety of media.

Unit 3: UAE Festivals and Celebrations

Timed around UAE National Day and Flag Day, learners explore the country's rich
cultural history through its festivals and celebrations, using skills from earlier units to
create material accompanying a celebration of their choice.

Assessment information

A different reading or writing skill (SF1-SF7) is assessed each week. Every assignment
set counts towards the end-of-term grade, including several teacher, self and peer
assessments over the course of the term.




Year 7
Term 2
information

English

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculu formati

Learners continue developing skills in both the language and literature elements of
English, which are examined as separate components at IGCSE level, making early
exposure to both essential.

Unit 1: Heroes and Villains in Shakespeare

Through excerpts, video and role-play, learners are introduced to the world of drama
and William Shakespeare, continuing to develop character-creation skills and seeing
how the written word becomes tangible through performance.

Unit 2: Introduction to Poetry Study

Learners explore fixed-form poetry — haiku, limericks, cinquains and Dylan Thomas
couplets — to understand how poets craft meaning, concluding with a study of
'Jabberwocky' by Lewis Carroll.

‘ Assessment information

A different reading or writing skill (SF1-SF7) is assessed each week. Every assignment
set counts towards the end-of-term grade, including several teacher, peer and self
assessments.




Year 7
Term 3
information

English

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculu formati

Learners engage with three main units: Shakespeare's Heroes and Villains, Poetry, and
the classic science-fiction novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules
Verne (continuing into the following half-term).

Shakespeare's Heroes and Villains

Learners explore how heroes, heroines, villains and tragic heroes are presented
through action, dialogue and dramatic technique, writing and performing monologues
and examining how costume, props and language convey character.

Poetry

Learners study Haiku, Limerick and Cinquain forms — syllable structure, rhyme scheme,
denotation and connotation — before curating, editing and illustrating a personal
poetry collection.

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea

Learners identify genre conventions, explore character and narrative development, and
analyse setting, mood, themes and loyalty, writing from different perspectives and
structuring analytical PEE paragraphs.

Assessment information

A different reading or writing skill (SF1-SF7) is assessed each week. Every assignment
set counts towards the end-of-term grade, including several teacher, self and peer
assessments.




Curriculu formati

Pupils develop confidence across four key areas of mathematics — number, algebra,
fractions, and angles and shapes — building on primary knowledge while introducing
more advanced mathematical language and methods.

Topic 1: Number

e Use divisibility rules for 2, 3, 4, 5, 9 and 10

e Calculate the HCF and LCM of two numbers
Year 7 ® Add and subtract positive and negative numbers

]

Understand squares and square roots
Term 1

Solve problems involving square and cube roots
information ® Estimate and calculate with brackets

Topic 2: Equations, Functions & Formulae

o Simplify expressions by collecting like terms
Mathematics ® Write expressions using the four operations
® Substitute into a formula

® Expand expressions using brackets

Topic 3: Fractions

o Compare and simplify fractions

® Find a fraction of an amount

® Add and subtract fractions

e Calculate equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages
o Multiply fractions; add and multiply mixed numbers
Topic 4: Angles & Shapes

e Solve for missing angles, including where lines cross
® Solve missing angles in a triangle and a quadrilateral
® Draw triangles using a ruler and protractor

‘ Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

Dr Frost Maths - Videos, practice questions and exam-style tasks

Maths Genie - Topic-based revision, exam questions and model answers

Corbett Maths - Practice questions, videos and 5-a-day retrieval tasks

I S

Mr Aonghus Hanna, Director of Mathematics
a.hanna cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Pupils build on their foundation to explore decimals and percentages, ratio and
proportion, perimeter and area, sequences, and equations — applying mathematics to
real-world contexts while developing fluency.

Topic 5: Decimals & Percentages

e Understand place value and round to 1 decimal place

e Order decimals; add, subtract and multiply decimals with estimation
Year 7 ® Divide by a decimal

® Convert between decimals, fractions and percentages
Term 2
e Calculate the percentage of an amount

information Topic 6: Ratio & Proportion

® Write a ratio in its simplest form
® Share a quantity in a given ratio

Mathematics Understand the relationship between ratio and proportion

® Solve ratio and direct/inverse proportion problems using the unitary method
Topic 7: Area & Perimeter

e Convert metric units of length, mass and capacity

® Calculate the perimeter and area of shapes, including compound shapes
o [dentify properties of 3D shapes

Topic 8: Sequences

o Work out terms of a sequence using the term-to-term rule

® Calculate the nth term of a sequence

® Recognise geometric sequences

Topic 9: Equations

o Multiply and divide to simplify algebra

® Solve an equation by adding, subtracting, multiplying or dividing

® Solve two-step equations

Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

Dr Frost Maths - Videos, practice questions and exam-style tasks

Maths Genie - Topic-based revision, exam questions and model answers

Corbett Maths - Practice questions, videos and 5-a-day retrieval tasks

T S

Mr Aonghus Hanna, Director of Mathematics
a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Pupils expand their toolkit across transformations, probability, inequalities, graphs and
data analysis, deepening algebraic problem-solving while developing visual, statistical
and graphical reasoning.

Topic 10: Transformations

e Enlarge a shape using a scale factor

e Reflect, rotate and translate a shape on a coordinate grid

Year 7 e Transform shapes using a combination of translation, reflection and rotation
Topic 11: Probability

e Use and interpret probability scales

Term 3

information o Compare and calculate probabilities, including more complex cases

® Find the probability of an event not happening

Topic 12: Inequalities

Mathematics ® Draw and write inequalities on a number line, including fractions and decimals
® Solve simple inequalities and represent the answer on a number line
® Represent two inequalities (AND / OR) on the same number line
Topic 13: Graphs

® Plot coordinates in all four quadrants

® Calculate the midpoint of a line

e Plot straight-line and real-life graphs

Topic 14: Analysing & Displaying Data

® Calculate the mean, median, mode and range from data sets

® Compare sets of data using averages and range

e Group discrete and continuous data; use two-way tables

® Interpret and construct bar charts and line graphs

Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

Dr Frost Maths - Videos, practice questions and exam-style tasks

Maths Genie - Topic-based revision, exam questions and model answers

Corbett Maths - Practice questions, videos and 5-a-day retrieval tasks

T

Mr Aonghus Hanna, Director of Mathematics
a.hanna cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
mailto:a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Term 1 introduces students to secondary Science through the British National
Curriculum, establishing the scientific knowledge and practical skills needed for future
study. Students develop scientific enquiry skills, including laboratory safety, planning
investigations, collecting and analysing data, and evaluating results, while exploring
Cells and Organisation, States of Matter and Separating Mixtures, and Forces (including
force diagrams, contact and non-contact forces, equilibrium and Hooke's Law).
Emphasis is placed on practical investigation, accurate scientific vocabulary, graphical
Year 7 and data analysis, and using evidence to explain observations and draw conclusions.

Term 1 Topic areas taught this term

o Scientific skills

information Cells and organisation

.
® States of matter and separating mixtures
.

Forces

Science
Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize - Concise explanations, quizzes and interactive activities
Cognito - Short, focused videos and practice questions across all three sciences
Seneca Learning - Interactive revision using retrieval practice and spaced repetition

Revision Monkey KS3 Science

T S

Ms Zeenat Zahoor, Director of Science
z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Alaa Hijazi, Teacher in Charge of Chemistry
a.hijazil cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Attiya Imam, Teacher in Charge of Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms Robyn Scott, Teacher in Charge of Biology
r.scott cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formation

Term 2 builds students' scientific knowledge and practical skills through the British
National Curriculum. In Biology, students explore Reproduction in Plants, including
flower structure, pollination, fertilisation, seed dispersal and germination. In Chemistry,
they develop an understanding of Atoms and the Periodic Table, including elements,
compounds, chemical formulae, metals and non-metals, and patterns within groups. In
Physics, students study Energy Changes and Transfers, exploring energy stores,
efficiency, thermal transfer, fuels and power.

Year 7 Topic areas taught this term
Term 2 ® Reproduction in flowers
o The atom and the periodic table

information ® Energy changes and transfers

Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize - Concise explanations, quizzes and interactive activities

Science

Cognito - Short, focused videos and practice questions across all three sciences
Seneca Learning - Interactive revision using retrieval practice and spaced repetition

Revision Monkey KS3 Science

T

Ms Zeenat Zahoor, Director of Science
z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Alaa Hijazi, Teacher in Charge of Chemistry
a.hijazil_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Attiya Imam, Teacher in Charge of Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms Robyn Scott, Teacher in Charge of Biology
r.scott cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
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Curriculu formation

Term 3 develops students' understanding of the natural world through the British
National Curriculum. In Biology, students explore Inheritance, Ecosystems and
Interdependence, including DNA, variation, adaptation, food webs and biodiversity. In
Chemistry, they study Earth and Atmosphere, exploring rocks and fossils, the rock and
carbon cycles, and the impact of carbon dioxide on climate. In Physics, students
investigate Space, including the Solar System, seasons, day and night, and gravity.

Topic areas taught this term

Year 7

Term 3 ® Earth and the atmosphere
® Space

‘ Assessment information

Cumulative end-of-topic assessments and exam-style problem-solving tasks under
timed conditions, plus an End of Year Assessment examining all topics studied during
the year to that point.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize - Concise explanations, quizzes and interactive activities

e Inheritance, ecosystems and interdependence

information

Science

Cognito - Short, focused videos and practice questions across all three sciences
Seneca Learning - Interactive revision using retrieval practice and spaced repetition

Revision Monkey KS3 Science

T S

Ms Zeenat Zahoor, Director of Science
z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Alaa Hijazi, Teacher in Charge of Chemistry
a.hijazil_cia@gemsedu.com

Ms Attiya Imam, Teacher in Charge of Physics
a.imam@gemsedu.com

Ms Robyn Scott, Teacher in Charge of Biology
r.scott cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://cognitoedu.org/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N
mailto:z.zahoor_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.hijazi1_cia@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.imam@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.scott_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

In this foundation unit, learners are introduced to the basics of art and design,
exploring the Elements of Art through a variety of workshops. They develop skills in 2D
media and apply these to observing and recording from secondary sources. Key skills
include line drawing, mark making, colour pencil technique, watercolour and mono
printing, with subject matter drawn from insects of the UAE and around the world,
linking to Biology and Geography. Learners see their Art teacher twice a week for two
50-minute lessons.

Year 7
e

Term 1

Art is assessed continually through a project-based approach across the whole term. A
Baseline Assessment takes place in Week 4 (end of September) in the normal Art
lesson, establishing each learner's starting point. Ongoing verbal feedback and targets
are given every lesson, and the end-of-term grade is based on the entire Insects
project, demonstrating understanding of the Formal Elements.

Recommended websites

Pinterest

information

Student Art Guide

Art Cyclopedia
Art Studio Chalkboard

The Artchive

The Jacques-Hamon Collection

Art2Day

20th-Century British Sculpture

Victoria and Albert Museum

S

Mrs Luzaan Putter, Head of Art
Lputter cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners continue developing art and design skills, reflecting on the Formal Elements
while working with 2D media and techniques and building their understanding of art
theory and analysis. Work ranges from observational drawing to artist analysis using
different media, focusing on line drawing, colour theory and mixed media. Subject
matter covers landscapes and buildings from the UAE and across the world, linking to
Geography, Maths and History. Learners see their Art teacher twice a week for two 50-
minute lessons.

Year 7
e

Term 2

Art is assessed continually through a project-based approach. Ongoing verbal feedback
and targets are given every lesson, and the final piece is assessed alongside the end-of-
term grade, based on the entire Landscapes and Buildings project and demonstrating
understanding of the Formal Elements.

Recommended websites

Pinterest

information

Student Art Guide

Art Cyclopedia
Art Studio Chalkboard

The Artchive

The Jacques-Hamon Collection

Art2Day

20th-Century British Sculpture

Victoria and Albert Museum

T S

Mrs Luzaan Putter, Head of Art
l.putter cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.studentartguide.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
https://www.artchive.com/
http://www.jacques-hamon.com/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.sculpture.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
mailto:l.putter_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners develop an independent project on the theme of Underwater, gaining a
structured experience of independent learning and strategy planning. After
brainstorming and researching using critical thinking and observational skills, they
create a mind map exploring either underwater creatures or pollution and its effects,
with the option to research artists such as Yellena James, Jason Scarpace and Lynnette
Shelley. Learners refine their choice of media and technique for a final piece after
several observational drawings, linking to Biology and SDG 14: Life Below Water.
Year 7 Learners see their Art teacher twice a week for two 50-minute lessons.

information

Art is assessed continually through a project-based approach. Ongoing verbal feedback
and targets are given every lesson, and the end-of-term grade is based on the entire
Underwater project, demonstrating understanding of the Formal Elements.

‘ Recommended websites

Pinterest
Student Art Guide

Art Cyclopedia
Art Studio Chalkboard

The Artchive

The Jacques-Hamon Collection

Art2Day

20th-Century British Sculpture

Victoria and Albert Museum

T S

Mrs Luzaan Putter, Head of Art
l.putter cia@gemsedu.com
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Curriculu formati

Students begin their French learning journey by developing essential communication
skills — introducing themselves, greeting others, and talking about age, birthdays,
classroom objects and colours — before describing their families, pets, physical
appearance and homes. Throughout the term, students build confidence in speaking,
listening, reading and writing French.

Key grammar and language skills

® Greetings and introductions

Year 7
Term 1

® Numbers, dates and birthdays
Classroom language and instructions
information Colours and adjective agreement

Family vocabulary and possessive adjectives

Describing people and animals

Present tense of regular -ER verbs

House and bedroom vocabulary
® Prepositions and location language

‘ Assessment information

Regular vocabulary tests, speaking activities and presentations, family and animal
projects, end-of-module assessments, reading/listening/writing tasks, and self-
assessment and reflection activities.

Recommended websites

Linguascope
BBC Bitesize French
Language Gym

Quizlet vocabulary sets - shared on Teams

S

Madame Karine Selvam, Teacher of French
k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM
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Curriculu formati

Students learn to discuss their daily routines and develop their understanding of life in
town — describing places, asking for and giving directions, discussing food and drink,
telling the time, and talking about daily activities — continuing to expand
communication using increasingly complex sentences and opinions.

Key grammar and language skills

e Daily routines and evening activities
N o Telling the time

® Negative sentences

Term 2 Places in town

information Directions and transport

The verb aller

Invitations and opinions

® Food and drink vocabulary

e Ordering in cafés and restaurants

e Describing cities and local areas

Assessment information

Vocabulary and grammar quizzes, role-play speaking tasks, listening and reading
activities, module assessments, revision and self-assessment tasks, and written
descriptions and transactional writing.

Recommended websites

Linguascope
BBC Bitesize French
Language Gym

Quizlet vocabulary sets - shared on Teams

T S

Madame Karine Selvam, Teacher of French
k.selvam_cia@gemsedu.com

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM
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Curriculu formati

Students focus on school life, hobbies and leisure activities — discussing morning
routines, school subjects, timetables and after-school activities, before exploring
sports, music, hobbies and holiday plans. The emphasis is on developing fluency and
extending sentences with opinions, reasons and future intentions.

Key grammar and language skills
e Reflexive verbs for daily routines

N ® School subjects and opinions

® Giving reasons and justifications
Term 3 Connectives and intensifiers
information Timetables and longer texts

The verb faire

Sports and games
Musical instruments
Aimer + infinitive

Holiday activities

Aller + infinitive to express future plans

‘ Assessment information

Vocabulary and grammar tests, speaking presentations, reading and listening
comprehension tasks, end-of-module assessments, writing tasks using opinions and
reasons, and end-of-year review activities.

‘ Recommended websites

Linguascope
BBC Bitesize French
Language Gym

Quizlet vocabulary sets - shared on Teams

T S

Madame Karine Selvam, Teacher of French
k.selvam cia@gemsedu.com
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Curriculum information

Learners are introduced to Geography, starting with the branches of Geography and
careers in Geography, before moving to the Urban World: settlements and settlement
hierarchy, urbanisation and mega cities, factors leading to urban growth, managing
urban issues, and projects on sustainable living.

Skills

e Developing map skills: reading distance, scales, heights and grid references, and
creating maps

Year 7
Term 1

Continuous assessment on a keyword test, an Urbanisation and Urban Issues PEE task,
and a Sustainable Cities DME task.

BBC Bitesize

e Using graphs in geography, including bar graphs and line graphs

BBC Bitesize

Ordnance Survey Mapzone

L

Mr Enock Ichuriza, Subject Lead
e.ichuriza _cia@gemsedu.com
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Curriculum information

Learners study coastal processes — erosion, transportation, deposition, tides and
waves — applying this to erosional landforms (headlands, bays, caves, arches, stacks,
stumps) and depositional landforms (spits, beaches, bars, tombolos), coastal
management and conflicts in the UK and UAE, finishing with the threats to and
management of valuable UAE coastal ecosystems such as mangroves and coral reefs.

Skills

e Developing map skills: reading distance, scales, heights and grid references, and
creating maps

Year 7
Term 2

A keywords test, a drawing/storyboard of the stack formation sequence, and decision-
making activities based on real-life coastal management situations, followed by an end-
of-term assessment covering all topics and skills studied.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize
Education Quizzes

National Geographic Kids

Geography

National Geographic

Ordnance Survey Mapzone

L

Mr Enock Ichuriza, Subject Lead
e.ichuriza cia@gemsedu.com

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmwxsbk/revision/1
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/geography/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
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Curriculum information

Learners investigate biodiversity, starting with the distribution of ecosystems, climate
graphs, tropical rainforest structure, species adaptation, value, exploitation and
management, before moving to hot deserts to draw comparisons between the two
ecosystems.

Skills

e Developing map skills: reading distance, scales, heights and grid references, and
creating maps

Year 7

fermd | st |

information A keywords test, an 'ultimate plants and animals' creation task, and the Chico Mendez

mystery, followed by an end-of-term assessment covering all topics and skills studied.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize
Education Quizzes

Geography

National Geographic Kids

National Geographic

Ordnance Survey Mapzone

T

Mr Enock Ichuriza, Subject Lead
e.ichuriza cia@gemsedu.com

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM
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Curriculum information

Learners study the Norman invasion of England in 1066, including the Battle of
Stamford Bridge and the Battle of Hastings, before studying how William consolidated
power through the Harrying of the North, castles, the Feudal System, the Domesday
Book and the changes he brought to England.

Skills
e Analysing historical sources

' e Conducting historical enquiries

® Evaluating significance

Term 1 : . .
® Understanding chronology, causation, consequences, change and continuity

information e Empathising with those in the past

Assessment information

History Ongoing verbal feedback and targets during Mad Marking, alongside a Judgement
Assessment ('Who should be King 1066?') and a Causation Assessment (‘Why did
William win?').

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize

Britannica: Norman Conquest

T

Ms Emily Campbell-Scully, Teacher in Charge of History
e.campbellscul cia@gemsedu.com
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Curriculum information

Learners study life during the Medieval period in England, including medieval castles,
life in towns and villages, entertainment, crime and punishment, and medieval rulers
including King John.

Skills
® Analysing historical sources

e Conducting historical enquiries
Year 7 ® Evaluating significance
® Understanding chronology, causation, consequences, change and continuity

Term 2
= o Empathising with those in the past

Assessment information

Ongoing verbal feedback and targets during Mad Marking, alongside a Source
History Assessment ('How reliable is this source in helping us understand the past?') and a
Balanced Judgement Assessment ('Was crime and punishment fair?').

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize: The Middle Ages

L

Ms Emily Campbell-Scully, Teacher in Charge of History
e.campbellscul cia@gemsedu.com

information

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/
mailto:e.campbellscul_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Learners study the causes, course and consequences of the French Revolution,
including the ancien régime in France, King Louis XVI's leadership, the causes of the
revolution, the storming of the Bastille, and life in France after the revolution.

Skills
® Analysing historical sources

e Conducting historical enquiries
Year 7 ® Evaluating significance
® Understanding chronology, causation, consequences, change and continuity

Term
= 3 o Empathising with those in the past

Assessment information

Ongoing verbal feedback and targets during Mad Marking, alongside a Causation
History Assessment (causes of the French Revolution) and a Consequences Project.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize: The Middle Ages

T

Ms Emily Campbell-Scully, Teacher in Charge of History
e.campbellscul cia@gemsedu.com

information
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Curriculu formation

Year 7 learners follow the National Centre for Computing Education curriculum, linked
to the National Curriculum of England: Computing, which aims to ensure learners
understand core computer science principles, analyse problems computationally,
evaluate and apply information technology, and become responsible, confident and
creative users of technology.

Unit 1: Using Computers Safely, Effectively and Responsibly

o E-safety
Year 7

® File management

Term 1 e Digital communication
information ® Responsible technology use
Unit 2: Control Systems with Flowol
® Algorithms and flowcharts

® Control systems
ICT / Computer

Science

® Practical problem-solving activities

‘ Assessment information

Learners are examined on each unit through end-of-unit assessments incorporating all
material studied in that unit.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize (Unit 1
Childnet (Unit 1

Seneca Learning (Unit 2)

Mrs Shahana Noushad, Head of ICT / Computer Science
s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://www.childnet.com/young-people
https://app.senecalearning.com/
mailto:s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Learners develop essential problem-solving and logical-thinking skills alongside
practical programming using Scratch.

Unit 1: Computational Thinking & Logic
e Logical thinking and problem solving

® Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT) and simple logic gates and circuits
® Writing clear step-by-step algorithms

Year 7 ® Using repetition (loops) for efficiency

Term 2 o Compression, abstraction and decomposition
® How text, images and data are represented digitally

information Unit 2: Games Programming in Scratch

e Scratch and basic algorithms
Events, movement, selection (if) and loops (forever)

ICT / Computer Creating a simple platform game with players and enemies

Science Using variables and costumes to enhance programs

Developing gameplay features (jumping, lives, game ending)

Using broadcasts and variables for interaction and control

Implementing advanced features such as projectiles

Assessment information

Learners are examined on each unit through end-of-unit assessments incorporating all
material studied in that unit.

Recommended websites

BBC Bitesize (Unit 1
Blockly Games (Unit 2)

Scratch (Unit 2

T

Mrs Shahana Noushad, Head of ICT / Computer Science
s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://blockly.games/
https://scratch.mit.edu/
mailto:s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Learners develop their understanding of how computers work and how digital sound is
created and manipulated, exploring computer hardware, software and binary
representation, alongside practical audio-editing skills in Audacity.

Unit 1: Understanding Computers
o Computer hardware and software components and how they communicate

® How instructions and data are stored and processed
Year 7 ® How data is represented in binary
.

Converting between binary and decimal and performing simple binary calculations
Term 3

Unit 2: Sound Manipulation in Audacity
information ® How sound is converted from analogue to digital
® Sample rate, bit depth and sound quality
e Editing audio using multiple tracks
ICT / Computer ® Writing and recording a script

Seftames e Adding sound effects and background music
® Understanding lossy and lossless compression

e Creating and exporting a 30-second radio advert

Assessment information

Learners are examined on each unit through end-of-unit assessments incorporating all
material studied in that unit.

Recommended websites

Learn Computer Science Online (Unit 1)

Audacity (Unit 2
BBC Bitesize (Unit 2

T S

Mrs Shahana Noushad, Head of ICT / Computer Science
s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.learncomputerscienceonline.com/
https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
mailto:s.noushadmammu_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Term 1A: Musical Literacy | — Introduction to the Elements of Music. Learners focus on
developing their musical literacy (skills and knowledge) by learning about the Elements
of Music through listening, appraising, composing and performing. They also develop
vocal ability by singing in an ensemble, improving their musical literacy and ability to
recognise and read various types of notation, from graphic to staff. Students become
increasingly confident using specialist musical language to describe and analyse a
variety of musical styles, defined musical periods (e.g. Classical, Film, Pop) and typical
Year 7 instruments, completing a baseline test as the term progresses. Equipment used: voice,
keyboards, percussion. Listening focus: Western Classical/Popular Music and World
Term 1 Music. Main skills developed: performance, musical literacy, listening and appraising,
use of voice and electronic keyboards. Term 1B: Musical Literacy Il — Introduction to
the Electronic Keyboard. Students are introduced to notation for keyboards and the
piano, including accompaniment styles and reading treble and bass clefs, exploring how
composers use pitch, rhythm, dynamics, timbre and other musical elements.
Instruments used: vocal (singing), electronic keyboard and piano. Listening focus:
Western Classical Music and Popular Music. Main skills developed: performance, music
theory and composition, alongside continued listening and appraising.

Assessment informa

A baseline test in Term 1, followed by a performing and/or composing assessment at
the end of term.

‘ Recommended websites

Sutori — Music History Timeline

information

Classic FM

BBC Bitesize KS3 Music

T

Mr Gavin Greenaway, Head of Performing Arts
g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.sutori.com/story/music-history-timeline--Lqe4sFKEALzRDSF7DXQTjxo4
https://www.classicfm.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
mailto:g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Term 2A: Introduction to Logic Pro and the iMac Suite (Composition & Arranging task).
Learners develop skills and knowledge in composing, producing, mixing, editing and
sequencing ideas within Logic Pro. Using MIDI keyboards and a DAW, students
complete a sequencing task, arranging a melody and adding loops while affecting
parameters including dynamic control, tempo and use of the mixer. Equipment used:
Logic Pro, iMacs and keyboards. Listening focus: Popular Music. Main skill developed:
composing and arranging. Term 2B: Composing & Arranging Project. Students compose
Year 7 an arrangement of a melody using the skills learnt in the first half of term, encouraged
to be as creative as possible using pitch/melody, rhythm, dynamics, timbre and

Term 2 harmony within a DAW; the most able are encouraged to use an audio interface to
record live instruments and voices. A variety of electronic music artists are shared with
learners as they undertake discrete listening and analysis of EDM/Popular music and its
impact on 20th-century composition. Instruments used: MIDI keyboard, Logic Pro,
SM58 microphones, bass guitar, electric guitars. Listening focus: Western Classical
Music, Popular Music and EDM. Main skill developed: composing and arranging.

Assessment information

A baseline test in Term 1, followed by a performing and/or composing assessment at
the end of term.

Recommended websites

Sutori — Music History Timeline

information

Classic FM

BBC Bitesize KS3 Music

T

Mr Gavin Greenaway, Head of Performing Arts
g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.sutori.com/story/music-history-timeline--Lqe4sFKEALzRDSF7DXQTjxo4
https://www.classicfm.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
mailto:g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculu formati

Term 3A: Introduction to the Ukulele (Solo & Ensemble). Learners develop skills and
knowledge in playing the ukulele, building solo, ensemble, listening and performing
skills through technique, a variety of chords and melodies, and a selection of songs and
instrumental pieces, alongside continued listening and appraising. Equipment used:
ukulele. Listening focus: Western Classical/Popular Music and World Music. Main skill
developed: instrumental performance and listening. Term 3B: Serialism and
Minimalism. Students explore how composers use pitch, rhythm, dynamics, timbre and
Year 7 other musical elements within the twelve-tone row, listening to and analysing
significant composers of the genre and using a DAW and/or live instruments to realise
Term 3 their own compositions. The music of Philip Glass and Steve Reich is shared with
learners as they explore Minimalism and its impact on 20th-century composition.
Instruments used: vocal (singing), keyboard (piano), Logic Pro. Listening focus: Western
Classical Music and Popular Music. Main skill developed: performance and
composition.

‘ Assessment information

A baseline test in Term 1, followed by a performing and/or composing assessment at
the end of term.

Recommended websites

Sutori — Music History Timeline

information

Classic FM
BBC Bitesize KS3 Music

I S

Mr Gavin Greenaway, Head of Performing Arts
g.greenaway cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.sutori.com/story/music-history-timeline--Lqe4sFKEALzRDSF7DXQTjxo4
https://www.classicfm.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
mailto:g.greenaway_cia@gemsedu.com

Curriculum information

Term 1 opens Year 7's KS3 journey through the department's dedicated Year 7 scheme
of work, designed to support the transition from primary into secondary PE. Following
the standard five-lesson block structure (Baseline, skill-development lessons, Final
Assessment) under the TLAG framework, lessons re-establish movement literacy and
introduce PE routines, equipment protocols and the Emerging = Mastery language
that underpins KS3 assessment. Once the first block is complete, students are placed
into ability sets based on their performance against the transition scheme of work,
Year 7 shaping their sport-rotation grouping for the remainder of Year 7 as they begin their
physical literacy flightpath.

Term 1

tormation |t
information

Assessment is continuous across each sport block rather than a single end-point
judgement. All KS3 units are assessed under the Sport & ATL Model — 85% Sport
(practical performance against unit outcomes) and 15% ATL (Approaches to Learning)

Physical — mapped onto the Emerging = Mastery progress ladder within the Physical Literacy
Education Framework. In Term 1, the Baseline lesson is diagnostic rather than summative,
establishing each student's starting point before progress is tracked through the skill-
development lessons toward the block's Final Assessment. ATL evidence is gathered
from lesson one, focusing on engagement, communication and resilience in unfamiliar
tasks.

Recommended websites

iGCSE PE Complete (YouTube) - Aimed at Y10/11 GCSE PE, but offers accessible early
exposure to concepts such as components and skill-related fitness; optional extension
viewing rather than required homework at this stage

T S

Mr James Laird, Director of Sport
J.Laird cia@gemsedu.com
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https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

Year 7
Term 2
information

Physical
Education

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculum information

Term 2 shifts Year 7 students from isolated skill practice into applied, game-based
contexts. Building on Term 1's foundations, students progress through the block's
remaining skill-development lessons before completing a summative Final Assessment,
while beginning to apply tactics, positioning and decision-making within small-sided
and competitive situations. Alongside physical progress along the flightpath, students
develop the social and emotional dimensions of the Physical Literacy Framework — fair
play, communication and resilience. Sports Day is also a feature in Term 2 for KS3
students.

Assessment information

Continuous assessment carries through Term 2's remaining skill-development lessons
into the block's Final Assessment, tracking each student's movement along the
Emerging = Mastery ladder. The 85% Sport / 15% ATL weighting remains constant, but
ATL evidence broadens to include teamwork, communication and resilience under
competitive pressure. Sport judgements draw on performance across the full block, not
solely the Final Assessment lesson, so consistency and improvement over time are
valued as much as the final outcome.

‘ Recommended websites

iGCSE PE Complete (YouTube) - Videos on principles of play and tactical concepts offer
an accessible way to connect practical work to GCSE theory; optional viewing rather
than a core resource at this stage

I S

Mr James Laird, Director of Sport
J.Laird cia@gemsedu.com



https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

Year 7
Term 3
information

Physical
Education

Y TEACH LIKE A GEM

Curriculum information

Term 3 combines two further sport blocks in Invasion Games and Net & Wall Games
with a Warm Weather phase blending Health-Related Fitness and PE theory. As
conditions become hotter, practical fitness testing is paired with classroom-based
learning on training methods, health and wellbeing, keeping students engaged while
broadening theoretical understanding. Students complete their final rotation
Assessment, then set personal fitness targets and reflect on progress. Transition-
focused lessons close the year, preparing Year 7 students for the increased
independence and pace expected in Year 8.

Assessment information

Term 3's continuous assessment spans two strands. Phase 3a's Final Assessment
delivers the summative Sport grade for the last rotation block, benchmarked against
the Emerging — Mastery descriptors. Phase 3b's Health-Related Fitness and theory
work is assessed differently: fitness-testing data and reflective target-setting feed ATL
evidence — goal-setting and self-management — rather than the Sport strand itself.
The 85%/15% weighting continues to apply across the year as a whole, with Term 3
providing the final data points before end-of-year reporting and transition into Year 8.

‘ Recommended websites

iGCSE PE Complete (YouTube) - Videos on training methods, components of fitness and
health-related concepts closely mirror Term 3's theory content; a strong optional
resource ahead of fitness testing and reflection work

I S

Mr James Laird, Director of Sport
J.Laird cia@gemsedu.com



https://www.youtube.com/@igpecomplete
mailto:J.Laird_cia@gemsedu.com

