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Dear Parents,
Key Sage 4 ¢ Years 10 & 11 atCambridge International School

Ouraim at GEMSCambridgénternational School isto provideead and every oneof our learners
with a broad and balanced KS4curriculumthat istailored to the individual® needs and containsa
range of possbilitiesand opportunities fortheir education Post-16 and beyond.

TheKey Sage 4 courses and the way in whichthey are taught at ClAare designed to best equipyour
child for their future. We have provided a variety of choice to give a broad and balanced offer of
subjects resulting in internationally recognised qualifications.

Thepurposeof this bodlet is toprovide you withthe information you need about the exciting range
of courses your child could study in Years 10and 11 (Key Sage 4). We hope you will find it not only
interesting, but also auseful reference tool throughout the two years of study.lt will showyou at a
glance the various suljeds on ofer; the areas of stuly and key skilsin need of developmentfor each
and how each course is structured and assessd. Some subjets ae of course compulsary, these
include: Arabic subjects, English, mathematics, science and core P.E.

The pogramme we have developed toassgstlearnersin choosingOptions, includinghis bookletand
ourt  NBy (aQ Nady A ReBdary and Tuesday 2 Februawill answer many of your
guestionsabout thisimportant stage in your childQ ae. Howewer, if you still have queries orwish to
have further information, then do not lesitate to contact the Curriculum Leader for the subjea or
Mrs Critchlow, Head of Year 9 (c.critchlow_cia@gemsedu.ctind, Wood - Deputy Head of
Secondary (j.wood_cia@gemsechm) or myself (d.craggs_cia@gemsechm)

On kehalf of all the staff at Cambridgdnternational School, | would like to wishyour son or @ughter
every success as ey embark onthis nrew and exciting phase of their education.

With kind egards

David Craggs
Head of Secondary

High
Performance
Learning
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Cambridgdnternational Schml is committed to the provision of abroad and balanced curriculum to
meet the needs of all learners alowing themto sucoeed at GCSElevel and beyondinto Post 16
education. We are committed to ensuring that all our learners acquire and devdop the necessary
skills and experience needed for universty and the world of work.

Asin previous years, we shall be offering a wide range of GCSEand IGCSEubjectsfor our learners
in Years 10 and 11.

Compulsory Subjects

Alllearnersstudy the following aubjects:

1 GCSEsn EnglishLanguage and English
Literature

iGCSkEathematics

iGCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics
physical education (Core PE)

Islamic education or PSHE

Arabic A or Arabic B

i Moral Education

E R ]

During the two Core P.Elessas per week learnersparticipate in anumber of activities,ranging
from competitive sportsto thosepromoting and develbping health and fitness.

Muslim learnersattend two lesns of IslamicEducation per week and follow the Ministry of
Education curriculum. All learners continue with their study of the Arabic language.

Optional Subjects

Learnersarerequired to sekect two subjects that they would like to study. Learneraeed to choose
one subject from each of the timetabled blocking groups to ensure that they study a broad and
balanced curriculum. Subjectson offer are:

Art and desin Higory
Businessstudies ICT

Camputer science Music

French Physical education
Geography Psychology

Courses and specifications outlined in this booklet arébgct to change to meet learnet)
needs.




Making Your Choices

Before making your choices, you should consider the implications of your chosen subjects on your
future career in education and beyond. For example, if you wish to go into the world of travel in some
form or another, then a foreign language is a must, aatltaking a language as an option choice now
may hinder your career prospects at a later date.

You should also consider where you intend to study at Post 16 and University level if applicable. This is
because the entry requirements differ from countrydountry and are changing all of the time. Whilst

staff will be able to provide up to date information on Post 16 study at the school, and university study
in the UK, it is up to each individual learner to research the requirements for study outsidesef the
options.

'd LINBaSyd GKS 'Y 3208SNYYSyd FFNB SyO2dzNy 3IAy 3 f
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History and Modern Foreign Languages. Thibdsause these are seen by the Russell Group
Universities in the UK as robust qualifications which show a learner is capable of succeeding in higher
level study.



Shahadat AlThanawiya AIAmma

The Shahadat AThanawiya AAmmaorV{ SO2y R NB { OK22ia[ Sl U8y Ny &§ 8Nd A §&
that they have successfully completed secondary schooling in the UAE.

How do you achieve the Shahadat-Ahanawiya AIAmma?
In order to achieve the Shahadat Bhanawiya ARmma a learner mussatisfy the following criteria:

a. Achieve at leash GCSEs (at Grade D(3) or abdvein the prescribed list of 21 subjects.
ATleast 4 of these subjectdUSTcome from Core (English, Mathematics / Science).
b. Achieve (again from the specified list of Qibjects) either;
1 Pass 2 Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Levels in Year 12 at Grade D or better or;
9 Pass 2 Advanced (A) Level in Year 13 at Grade D or better
1 Pass the UAE Ministry of Education Arabic Studies examination in Year 13. This can
be taken as eitheNative Arabic Studies (for learners of Arab Nationality as shown
on their passport) or as NeNative Arabic Studies (for learners of rRarab
Nationality as shown on their passport).

In addition to the 3 sections above, there is a 4th section which ysapplicable to Muslim
learners:

1 Pass the UAE Ministry of Education Islamic Studies exam in Year 13. This can be
taken as either Native Islamic Studies (for learners of Arab Nationality as shown
on their passport) or as NeNative Islamic Studies (for legers of nonArab
Nationality as shown on their passport).

Why do you need the Shahadat Ahanawiya AIAmma?

Any learner who has studied in the UAE for his/her final secondary school years (Year 10 onwards) is
advised to make all appropriate efforts &whieve the Shahadat Ahanawiya AAmma, unless they

Oy IyagSNI Wb2Q (2 Ffttf 2F (GKS F2fft2Ay3 adGriSYSya

1) Do you intend to study in the UAE after the age of 187

2) Do you intend to study in another Arabic country (eg. Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt)
after the age of 18?

3) Do you intend to work in the UAE at any point after the age of 18?

For some learners, it will be their intention to study at University in a-Acab country, such as the

UK, Canada or the USA. It is clear that for these learners, points(al®2e) do not apply, and some
learners may have already decided that they intend to work overseas after finishing University.
However, a learner who has studied beyond Year 10 in the UAE may still be asked to produce their
Shahadat AThanawiya ARmma may years later if they choose to apply for employment in the UAE

or another Arab country. Learners who do not have the Shahad&hahawiya ARmma will be at a
distinct disadvantage in future years when applying for employment in the UAE. Federal timesdic

that all Federal employees (ie those working in the armed forces or Ministry Departments such as
Labour, Interior or Education) must have the ShahadathEnawiya AAmma.



An Introduction to GCSE and IGCSE

BB UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE OXFORD
1B International Examinations L ENONA

AQA EXAMINATIONS

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE edexcel

GCSEis the acronym for the General Certificate of Secondary Education. IGCSHs the acranym for
International General Certificate of Secondary Education. This qualification is equivaent to the
GCSE At Cambridge International Schoake encourage the devebpment of a gldal awarenessfor all
our learners.TheiGCSErogrammeoffers aninternational perspediveand at the sametime retainsthe
gualitiesof its UKequivalent. It is an excellent route to the IBDiploma, ! Qevelsand other vocaional
gualifications providing learnerswith a solid base for advanced study.

GCSEs and iGCSEs are undertaken over the two years of Key Stage 4, which is Years 10 and 11. There
are some exceptions where the subjects start in Year 9 such as English, science and mathematics.

New Grading Systerfor IGCSE and GCSE

Both iGCSEs and GCSEs are designed to examine all abili
NIFy3ISad [ SINYSNE gAff
grades ranging from G to A* (A* is the highest level
attainment) and also grades in the form of numbe
ranging froml to 9, with 1 being the lowest and 9 the
highest. Grade 4 will be equivalent to a current Grade
and Grades 8 and 9 will split the current Grade A* into tv SO
groups. ?

8
Learners will be entered for their examinations during tt 7 A
early part of Year 1Further details regarding the timing

and cost of these examinations will be provided as soor ; .
the information becomes available but parents should | +

aware that examinations run from Monday to Friday ar 4 lunmmmmmouwm! g
cannot be changed. The approximate cost of exatigms
is 500.00 AED per subject. There may be further char

for some subjects where a moderator is needed but tt e
will be communicated to you.

NewGCSE =~ Lol
Grading Structure

A*

Please be aware that Geography learners will be expec G
to complete a field trip as part of their courdhjs has an : =9
additional charge. Please check the details on t...

Geography page.



5+ GCSEs at grade-&*

5 GCSEsat grades A* - Care often used asa benchmark of reasonable attainment for learnersof
averageability, with an expedation that English Languageand Mathematicsare included. We set
agirational and realistic targetswith our learnerswhich ensure that the vastmajority achievewell in
excessof averageattainment.

Controlled Assessment

Many GCSEand IGCSEourseshave an element of coursework or internal assessmat known as
Controlled Assessmiet which is prepared in classand at home but completed under examination
conditionsin school. Tasksare marked by our teachersthen exernally noderated by the exanination
board. All controlled assessrentsmust be completed before examinations can be undertaken. These
piecesof work must be completed under direct supervision and cannot be taken home. Althoughthe
amount of coursawork variesfrom aubject to subject, all of it requireslearnersto work independently
over a period of time. It is esseatial that learnersmanagetheir time effectivelyfrom the start of their
GCSEcoursesto avad a build-up of coursework deadlines.



Careersand OptionsAdwvce

Please find below a list of useful websites. Cambridge International School uses GL
assessments to help guide learners in their options choices. CATs (Cognitive Ability Tests)
give a clear indication of particular strengths and are used to set targets.

Usell Websites

www.aga.org.uk AQAExamiation Board
www.edexcel.org.uk Edexcel Exanination Board
WWw.wijec.co.uk WJIEExamiation Board
www.cie.org.uk QEExamination Board
Www.ucascom UKUniversty Applications
www.connedions-direct.com Jobs4u- Careers Database
WWW.iS@.0rg.uk Careersservice
www.hotcoursescom Coursesguide
www.careers-uk.com General careerssite
www.bbc.co.uk/radiol/ essentials/ General advice ste
www.careersvalescom Careers Walesweb site
www.nationalcareersseavice.direct.gov.uk National Careersservice



http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.connections-direct.com/
http://www.isco.org.uk/
http://www.hotcourses.com/
http://www.careers-uk.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/essentials/
http://www.careerswales.com/
http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
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English First Language
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Course Information

English GCSE is a compulsory core subje
which is studied over two years by all
learners. Through the study of this subject
learners will develop the ability to
communicate clearly, accurately and
effectively when writing. The course will
also develop rading skills allowing learners
to competently demonstrate: analysis,
synthesis, inference and the ability to orde
facts and present opinions effectively.
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Year 10

Year 11

Learners will continue to develop
fundamental reading skills taught
throughoutKS3 and will focus
predominantly on studying the required
poetry, prose and drama texts for English
Literature. These skills will be required for
the First Language examination.

All learners taking First Language and
Literature will sit practice examinains
within class throughout the year and wholg
cohort mock examinations at the required
time.

There will be a predominant focus on preparing for the English
Language examination throughout Year 11 where learners will have
opportunity to sit three moclexamination papers within a formal
context. Following each examination, an analysis of what learners n
to do to improve will be completed so that teaching can be focused
ensuring all learners are well prepared for the final examination the
summer.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Halftermly in class assessments.
End of year examination in Year 10
A series of mock examinations in year 11.

Reading Exam (50%)
Directed Writing and Composition (50%)

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website
English First Cambridge 0500 BS www.cie.org.uk
Language iGCSE

Next Steps

Learners can go on to study English Literature or General English at A Level as part of their KS5 studies studie

Director of English: Mrs Lucy Harwood

email:

|.harwood_cia@gemsedu.com




English Literature (IGCSE)

We know what we are, but know not

what we may be.

- William Shakespeare

Course Information

English Literature iGCSE is a compulsory core subject which
studied over two years. The course enables learners to read
interpret and evaluate texts through the study of literature in
English. The study of Englisiterature enriches the ability of
learners to understand the world around them and to develof
critical thinking and understanding.

The course allows for a two tier entry: extended and core
(higher and foundation).

Year 10

Year 11

Early in Year 1l@arners will be exposed to a range of text type
in order to develop their approach to analytical reading. The)
will be encouraged to read critically and will demonstrate this
learnt knowledge in a series of essays thorughout the year.

The texts comprisef 15 poems by Carol Ann Duffy, 10 short
ali2NASa a OK2aSy o0& GKS SE
by R. C. Serriff.

All texts for the Literature course will be studied in Year 10.

Most of Year 11 is spent revising the skills for the
First Language iGE but appropriate revision time
will be given to the Literature texts throughout the
year.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Halftermly in class assessments.
End of year examination in Year 10
A series of mock examinations in year 11.

Poetryand Prose Exam (50%)
Drama (25%)
Unseen (25%)

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code | Website
English Literature Cambridge 0475 www.cie.org.uk
Next Steps

Learners can go on to study English Literature or General English at A Level asheark@5 studies studies.

Director of English: Mrs Lucy Harwood | email: I.Lharwood_cia@gemsedu.com




English Second Language (iIGCSE)

"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his
head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart."

- Nelson Mandela

Course Information

English as a Second Language is an English course designe
non-native speakersvho choose not to study First Language
and Literature.

It is specifically designed to test the ability to communicate in
the English Language. This covers four modes of assessmer
Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing.

Year 10

Throughout Year 10, learners will continue to sudy a range o
y2@0Sta tA1S 12tSax YSyadz SQ
Monster Calls and | am Malala. This is to ensure that they sti
have the opportunity to access reading for pleasure, but the
assessmenfioci are on reading comprehension and writing sk
needed for the IGCSE Second Language examination.

Most of Year 11 is spent revising the skills for the
English as a Second Language iGCSE with
appropriate revision time.

This includes Speaking practipeactice
examinations every 6 weeks with continuous
feedback focusing on target setting and how to
reach the next grade.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

6 weekly in class assessments.
End of year examination in Year 10
A series of mockxaminations in year 11.

Reading and Writing (50%)
Listening (50%)

Course Title Exam Board

Specification Code | Website

Cambridge

English as a Second Language iG

0500 www.cie.org.uk

Next Steps

Learners can go on to study General English dte&8l as part of their KS5 studies studies.

Director of English: Mrs Lucy Harwood

\ email: l.harwood_cia@gemsedu.com




Mathematics
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Course Information

Mathematics iIGCSE is a compulsory core subject. Learr,
at GEMS CIA start their iIGCSE course in Year 9, as sucl
learners may already be familiar with some of the
challenges that mathematics presents. Learners can stuc
either Higher Tier (& gradespr Foundation Tier (&
grades). Some learners will be offered the opportunity to
enter their GCSE mathematics examination in January o
Year 11.

Year 10

Year 11

Learners in each group follow specific programs tailored
their ability with formalassessments every half term.
Learners can expect regular homework and all learners ¢
an endof-year examination under formal conditions.
Learners who enter for the Year 11 January examination
can move onto study Further mathematics which acts as
bridged SG 6 SSy D/ {9 YIGKSYIl (A
mathematics.

Learners continue to follow specific schemes of work and hav
regular halftermly assessments as well as unit tests at the en
each topic. Learners all sit a formal mock examination in
November and Jarary before being entered for either higher o
foundation tier iGCSE. There are focused intervention progral
and revision sessions for learners throughout Year 11.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Unit tests at the end of each module of work.

Formal assessments are h&fmly, and an enebf-year
examination.

There are two formal iIGCSE examinations at the end of Year
both are calculator papers.

Each paper is two hours in duration.

Exam Board Course Title Specification Code| Website
Edexcel iIGCSE mathematics A (2016) | 4MA1 www.edexcel.com
Next Steps

Learners can go on to study A level Mathematics and Further Mathematics.

Head of Faculty: Mr Aonghus Hanna

| email: a.hanna_cia@gemsedu.com
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Triple Science Biology, Chemistry and Physics
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Course Information

Biology, Chemistry and Physics iGCSEs
compulsory core subjects. Learners at GEMS
start their iGCSE courses in Year 9, as such
learners may already be familiar with some of t
content of the three sciences.

Learners will follow the syllalsy provided by
Edexcel, for the iIGCSE separate sciences
Biology, Chemistry and Physics to cover
expectations of the National Curriculum f
England and the examination board.

Learners will receive a separate examinat
certificate for each scierc

e O

Year 9

Year 10 & 11

Learners will develop upon the learning that
takes place in their core science lessons and
extend this with the extra content required for
the separate subjects: Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.

Learners will undertake coggractical as part of
their learning. Learners can expect regular

homework to practice and reinforce new learnir
as well as constant revision.

Learners continue to follow specific schemes of work based on tt
setting and again have regular topic basedemsments as well as
the formal assessments based on the school calendar.

Learners will sit formal mock examinations in each of the three
subjects in order to assess their progress and then provide furthe
support where required.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

End of topic assessments as well as calendare
termly assessments.

There are six formal GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11; {
each for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This will lead to three
separate grades.

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code | Website
iGCSE Biology, Edexcel 4BI1 www.edexcel.com
Chemistry or Physics. 4CH1
4PH1
Next Steps

Learners can go on to study A level sciences if they achieve a grade 6 or higher for Biology and Chemistry and &
higherfor Physics. In each case a minimum grade 5 in Mathematics will also be required.

Head of FacultyMrs Nadia Qureshi

email: n.qureshi_cia@gemsedu.com
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Art & Design

AfArt speaks wher e worHKatholer e

unabl e to

Course Information

IGSCE Art and design is a pracii@ded course designed to
stimulate personal enrichment and enjoyment through artistic
exploration and conceptual thinking. This pagautourse aims to
develop learnerQinderstanding of art and design and encourag
creative and critical thinking. Thdgarn about the world of art ang

design through exploration, experimentation and the developm| =

of a wide range of media and techniques.
During the two years studying Art & Design at IGCSE level, the
learners will learn @aange of Fine Art technigues, emphasising
drawing, painting, photography & Photoshop, sculpture, textiles

and printmaking. They will learn to develop their ideas by learn| *

from other artists and being inspired by the world around them.
For assessmenthey will complete two components: Coursewor
and examination. Both components will be externally
assessedgainst the 4 assessment objectives.

Year 10

Year 11

At the start of the academic year, learners will be introduced to
the four assessmendbjectives and will work in a range of 2D
media, including drawing and painting, printmaking and digital
media and develop their skills of observational drawing

Learnerswill then produce one extended collection of work, or
project,developing design warfrom primary and secondary
sources on their chosen theme. The learners will be researchin
the theme and artists who have worked on similar topics and w
experiment with a range of 2D and 3D media along with explor
and developing a variety of ids.Learners can expect regular
homework

Art coursework Learners work within the four
assessment objectives to complete work for the set
extended project on a topic of their choice. They wil
refine, select, mount and annotate the final portfolio
before they start the external examination.

The final projects anexternally set examination
where learners have to develop their ideas and
prepare their supporting studies over eight weeks
while responding to artists and other contextual
sources.

Coursework

External Assessment

Coursework assignmer{Portfolio of work -Externally assessed)
50% of the total marks and marked out of 100. This will include
projects completed in Year 10 and the first term of Year 11. Pr¢

will be assessed halérmly and at the end of each project.

Externally set asggnment (Externally assessedb0%
of the total marks and marked out of 100. Set by the
CIE exam board. Learners respond to their chosen
theme from the examination paper.

Exam Board Course Title

Specification Code

Website

CIE Art and Design 0400

www.cie.org.uk

Next Steps

Candidates who are awarded grades A* to B in Cambridge IGCSE Art and Design are well prepared to follow cours¢
Ho
For those thinking furtheahead to follow a creative pathway in the future, university courses to study include Fine Art
lllustration, Architecture, Graphic Design, Photography, and Art History/Journalism, to name just a few.

i2 /FYONARIS LYGSNYIGA2YI ¢
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Head of Faculty: Mrs. M Bajaj

email: m.bajaj cia@gemsedu.com
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Business Studies
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Course Information

This popular course aims to develop learners understanding
business and encourages creative #iing and decision making
Theylearn about the world of business through research and
investigation as well as practical tasks.

Learners are not expectdd have a knowledge of business bu
should be interested in learning about the world around then
how businesses are set up and what it is that makes someor|
great entrepreneur.

Year 10

Year 11

Learners in each group follow specific programibred to their
ability with formal assessments every half term. Learners calr
expect regular homework and all sit an eaflyear examination
under formal conditions.

They will cover 3 sections throughout the year which include
15 chapters.

Learners cotinue to follow specific schemes of
work based on their setting and again have regulz
half-termly assessments as well as an extra asse
piece of homework each hatérm. Learners all sit &
formal mock examination before winter break.
There are focusethtervention programs and
revision sessions for learners during Year 11.
They will cover all 6 Sections of the syllabus.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Halttermly, plus endof-year examinations.

80 marks for each paper.

Externally assessed.

Paper 1 (50%q 1 hour 30 minutes

Written examination consisting of four questions
requiring a mixture of short answers and structure
data responses.

Paper 2 (50%) 1 hour 30 minutes

Written examination consisting of four questions
based on a case studyrovided as an Insert with
the paper.

Exam Board Course Title Specification Code Website
CIE Business Studies 0450 www.cie.org.uk
Next Steps

Candidates who are awarded LEVEL 9 to 5 in Cambridge IG
leading to Cambridge International AS and A Level Business

CSE Bsitiessre well prepared to follow courses
Studies, or the equivalent.

Head of FacultyDr Shahid Sayed

s.sayed_cia@gemsedu.com
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Computer Science
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Course Information

Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science syllabus aims
developcomputationalthinking that is considering whg
can be computed and how, and includes considerat
of the data required. Learners will develop th¢
understanding of the main principles of solvi
problems by using computersas well as their
understanding that every ecoputer system is made u
of subsystems, which in turn consist of further su
systems. In addition, learners will gain grea
knowledge of the component parts of computer syste
and how they interrelate, including software, dat
hardware, communicationand people Finally, learners
will develop theskills necessary to apply understandi
to solve computethased problems using a hidgwvel
programming language.

1,000,000 more jobs than students by 2020 Computer science
is a top paying
college degree
and computer

programming
jobs are growing
at 2X the
national average.

$500 billion
opportunity

B
400,000 computer
science students

Year 10

Year 11

Learners can expect regular tests at the end of each t
and alllearners sit a mid year mock examination ang
end ofyear examination under formal conditions.

Learners continue to follow specific schemes of work based on their se
and will undertake regular end of topic assessments. There will be parti
focuson examination practice and learners will prepare for the-prlease .
There are focused intervention programmes and revision sessions
learners during Year 11.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Halftermly and an enebf-year examination. All
assessments are based on the schemes of work deri
from the IGCSE syllabus.

There are two formal IGCSE examinations at the end of Year 11: One t
and one problem solving & programming. Each papérisur 45 minutes

Paper 160%): This written papeontains shoranswer and structured
questions. All questions are compulsory.

Paper 240%9): This written paper contains sheanswer and structured
guestions. All questions are compulsory, 20 of the marks for this paper
from questions set on the preeleased material.

Course Title Exam Board

Specification Code Website

Computer Science CIE

0478 www.cie.org.uk

Next Steps

Learners can pursue Cambridge International AS and A Levels which are recognised around the world by schools, universitie
employers. The qualifications are accepted as proof of academic ability for entry to universities worldwide.

Head of FacultyMr Islam Ashraf

| email:i.ashraf_cia@gemsedu.com




French

If you talk to a man in a language henderstands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his

language, that goes to his heart. Nelson Mandela

Course Information

Our French language qualification is specifically intended for lear
whose first language is not French. The topics and related texts
in the reading and writing paper are engaging and suitable fol
learners. They are based on contexts that leasnare likely to
encounter and are diverse in their content. Culturally sensitive
authentic reading and listening texts are used throughout.

Learners will select their own picture as part of the speak
examination. This empowers them to confidenpisepare for a topic
of their choice, and personalise one element of their examination

Question papers are clear and accessible for all learners of all a
and learning styles. Marks scheme are straightforward so
assessment requirements are clear

Learners develop the ability to: read for gist and details; to writs
response to a situation; to listen to a complex argument or discuss
to understand the overall message and to identify attitudes ¢
opinions; and to pariticpate in extended disssions.

Year 10

Year 11

Term 1 Topic AHome and Abroad:

Life in town and rural life/directions/services/holidays/touri
information/everyday life/traditions.

Term 2 Topic B Education and Employment:

School life and routine/schooules/pressures at school/school trig
school events/school exchanges/work and careers/volunteeri
future plans

Term 3 Topic € Personal life and relationship:

House and Home/ Daily routine / Helping at home/ Role mod
preparation for the speakindtiends and family/ childhood.

Term 1 Topic @The world aound us

Environment issues/weather and climate/travel and
transport/the media/information and communication
technology.

Term 2 Topic E Social activities, fithess and Health.

Hobbies and interestsports and exercisesSpecial
occasions/shopping and money matters/accidents,
injuries, common ailments/healthy eatng/food and
drink.

Term 3 All topic revision

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Learners will have regular opportunities in class to practice tl
listening, reading, writing and speaking skills. We will also orge
mock examinations in order to allow them to practice and get u;
to the format of the examination.

Paper 1 Listenig: 30 minutes; 40 marks- 25%.
Paper 2 Reading and Writing: 1 hr 480 marks- 50%
Paper 3 Speaking: 8 to 10 minutegt0 marks- 25%

Exam Board Course Title Specification Code | Website
Edexcel International GCSEench AR (French) www.edexcel.com
Next Steps

Alevelsin MALsuljects, university coursesin MA, employment in areassuch asbusiness traveland education.

Head of FacultyMr. Foued Mahouachi

Email:f.mahouachi_cia@gemsedu.com
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Geography
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Cousse Information

Geography is not only ufp-date and relevant, it is also one of th
most exciting, adventurous and valuable subjects to study today
many of the world's current problems are explained with geograp
as such there is a need for geographers of the fitto help us
understand them. The structure of IGCSE Geography allows
learners to delve into these problems. There is alsm@apulsory
requirement to complete a minimum of 2 days fieldworko
develop understanding and skills. We offer an exciting opmity
to visit several Emirates on3aday residential fieldtrip.

Year 10 Year 11

Paper 1 Physical Geography: Paper 2 Human Geography:

1 Coasts environments (including fieldwork) 1 Economic activity and energy

1 Hazardous environments 1 Global issues (Fragile environments and climate chan

Paper 2 Human Geography: or Globalisation and migration)

1 Urban Environments (including fieldwork)

Year 10 includesompulsory residentia{overnight and mixed
gender) stay within the UAE. Approximately 1700 AED. Please
aware current COVID restrictions impact this trip.

Internal Assessment External Assessment

Unit tests are conducted at the end of each module andtsyic of | Paper 1(40%) 1 hour and 10 minutes
work. Formal assessments are Halfmly, plus anend-of-term | Paper 260%) 1 hour and 45 minutes
examinations.

Exam Board Course Title Specification Code| Website
Edexcel International GCSE Geographgip | 4GE1 www.edexcel.com
Next Steps

Choosing geography athool can open the doors to a university degree, either specifically in geography or by combining ge«
GAGK 2GKSNJ ! [S@Sta (G2 3ALAYy | LIXFOS 2y | RS3INBS LINEadehic
robustness andnost importantly, it also helps young people into the world of work.

Head of Faculty:Mrs. Sarah Kinderman | email: s.kinderman_cia@gemsedu.com




History
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¢ Cicero

Course Information

The History GCSE course allows learners to eng o
with the past and understand how the events The more you know
have influenced the present. The structure of th about the past, the better

course ensures that learners delve into history
from a range of time periods and across

prepa.red you are for the ,

geographical location$tudying History helps future.

learners develop valuable skills such as: analysi

critical thinking as well as written communicatior »

Learners will be examined at the end of Year 11 "Theodop e Roosevelt
a single tier basis.

Year 10 Year 11

Thematic study and historienvironment: Period study:

Crime and punishment in Britain, c10pfesent British America, 17183: empire and revolution
and Whitechapel, c18761900: crime, policing
and the inner city

British depth study: Modern depth study:
AnglaSaxon and Norman England, c1® Russia and the Soviet Union, 1947
Internal Assessment External Assessment

Unit tests are conducted at the end g There are thredormal GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11
each module and sutopic of work. Paper 1:1 hour and 15 minutes

Formal assessments are htdfmly, Section A: historic environment

plus an enebf-term examination. Section B: thematic study

Paper 2: 1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: period study

Section B: British depth study

Paper 3:1 hour and 20 minutes

modern depth study

Exam Board Course Title Specification Code | Website
Edexcel History (91) 1HIO www.edexcel.com
Next Steps

[ SINYSNE O2dzZ R 32 2y G2 addzRRe ' Q tS@St | Aadz2N
journalism, teaching, archaeology and museum studies.

Head of Faculty:Mrs. Sarah Kinderman \ email: s.kinderman_cia@gemsedu.com




ICT

G9RdzOF GA2Y &aK2dzZ R LINBLI NB @&2dzy3a LIS2LX S
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Richard Riley

Course Information

The study of ICT supports the developmehskills and
FGGAGdzRSE GKIFIG AyONBEFasS Ol
and ethical issues of technological advancements. Many
aspects of society have been influenced by the ICT revolut
ICT is having a profound impact on the world of work,
affecting both the jobs that people do and how they do ther
New media for communication and social networking are
having a significant impact on the relationships that people
form. Candidates and teachers are finding new ways to lea
through the medium of tehnology.

Year 10 Year 11
Theory Sectiond-6 of the syllabus including hardware and | Theory Section§-12 of the syllabus including systems life cyc
software, networks and effects of ICT. e-safety, ethical and moral implications

Practicalc Document Production, Presentations, Databaseg Practical¢ Website Authoring, Presentations

Internal Assessment External Assessment

Learners can expect regular tests at the end of each topic ¢ Paper 1¢ 2hr (40%)TheoryWritten paper based on Chapter-1
alllearners sit a mid year mock examination and a engeafr | 12

examination under formal conditions. Paper 2- 2 hr 30 min (30%PracticalDocument Production,

Data Manipulation and Presentations
Paper 3¢ 2hr 30min (30%)PracticalData Analysis and Website

Authoring
Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website
IGCSE ICT Cambridge International 0417 www.cie.org.uk

Next Steps

Future careers in the field of ICT include: databadministrator, systems analyst, web designer, network manager, archivist,
cartographer or computer engineer to name a few. IGCSE Information and Communication Technology is an ideal founde
further study at A Level and the skills learnt can alsad® in other areas of study and in everyday life.

Head of FacultyMr Islam Ashraf \ email:i.ashraf _cia@gemsedu.com




Music

GadzaA O IAGBSaE | a2 dzA
the mind, flight to the imagination and life to
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Course Information

TheEdexcel GCSE qualification will inspire the next generation of learners in forming personal and meaningful relationships
music through the development of musical knowledge, understanding and skills. Learners will be enctusggaje critically and
creatively with a wide range of music, develop an understanding of the place of music in different cultures and contegfleand
on how music is used in the expression of personal and collective identities.

The qualificatioraims and objectives are to enable learners to:

5SSt 2L LISNF2NX¥AYy3 alAfttada AYRAGARdAzZ tf& YR Ay 3INRALI
580St21L) O2YLRaAy3d aiAtta (2 2NBlrgshuicds YdzAAOlIf ARSEHA |y
NEI RSy YdzaAOlt SELISNASYOS IyR AyiSNBatazr RS@St2L1 AY!l
5850St21L) {y26ft SR3ISE dzy RSNBRGFYRAY3 yR aiAftfta ySSRSR (2
58S0St2L) gl NBySaa 27F | JloatheS b perf@nfing Anyd dopeEnngSy 1 a > adef Sa
5SSt 2L I g NBySaa 2F YdzaAO (SOKy2f23ASa FyR GKSANI dza S
wSO023yAasS O2y(iN}adGAy3d 3ISyNBaz atetsSa IyR GNIXRAGAZ2yA 2
wlFtS8y IyR S@lftdzZ G6S GKSANI 26y YR 20KSNBQ YdzaAO
9y 3IF3AS HAGK YR FLILIINBOAIFIGS GKS RAGSNES KSNRGFIS 27F Ydz
development.
Year 10 Year 11

In Year 10 musiciangill be introduced to the 3 main
compenents of the course Performing Composingand
Appraising. Linked to this they will utilise and develop
their skills to use a variety of music technology
applications (Garage Band, Bandlab, Logic Pro X) to re
andproduce their own work and scores.
Listening, aural and appraisal work will be centred initig
around the8 set worksand regular theory sessions will
aid knowledge. In the summer term an examination for
Performance and Appraising will take place asathers
will complete their individualFree Composition
coursework.

Musicians in Year 11 will start to devise ideas for their
Component 2 courseworComposing to a set brief
Additionally they will continue to develop their knowledge
and skiills foComponent 3; the Appraisingexamination, a
listening style paper centred around 8 set works.

Component :Performing both Solo and Ensemble, will b
a clear focus with time being spent choosing appropriate
repertoire under the guidance of the teacher arajular
rehearsals taking place.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Component 1 + 2 Performing and Composingre
internally assessed and externally moderated.

Component 3; Appraisingis an externally assessed
examination at the end of Year 11.

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code | Website
Music GCSE Pearson Edexcel GCSE Musie ( www.pearson.com
1) (1IMUO)
Next Steps
I FYRARFGSa 6K2 FNB F6FNRSR 3ANIRSa !'fF G2 AY D/ {9 adzmAo

Head of Performing Arts Faculty:
Mr Gavin Greenaway B.A (Hons) Music

email: g.greenaway cia@gemsedu.com
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Physical Education
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Course Information

IGCSE Physical Education (P.E.) offers learners the oppor
to study practical and theoretical knowledge, skills g
understanding acras a range of physical activities. It
designed to encourage the enjoyment of sports and phys
activity by providing learners with an opportunity to devel
an understanding of effective and safe physical performat
In addition, to develop an appreion for the understanding
of the principles, practices and training that can imprd .
performance and better health and wdikeing, mentally,| &
physically and socially. Learners will be encouraged to dev
their ability to: plan, perform, analyse, improead evaluate|
physical activities. |

Year 10 Year 11
Learners will explore a wide range of sporting activities Learners will be taught and assessed across their four ch
order to focus on four sporting activities within Y11. sporting acivities. They will be challenged to: deepen th

In theory learners will study the following topics and W understanding of the rules and regulations for successful g
deepen theirunderstanding through their application to spor play; perform technical skills, tactics and strategies in orde

1: Anatomy and physiology effectively outwit an opponent and lead a waiump and skill based
2: Health, fitness and training activity relevant to each sport/activity.

3: Skill acquisition and psychology Learners will revisit all the theory content taught in the previoy
4: Social, cultural and ethical infl uences year and will work on examination techniques.

Learners will develop analytical skills in order to identify err
AY GKSANI 26y |yR 20KSNHERQ
suggest ways to improve within the given sport/activity.

Internal Assessment External Assessment

Practical assessment (50%) Candidates undertake fou Theory paper 1hour 45mins; 50%
physical activities from at least two of the seven categol Learners will complete a written paper on the follimg topics:

listed. 1: Anatomy and physiology
2: Health, fitness and training
Internally assessed / externally moderated. 3: Skill acquisition and psychology

4: Social, cultural and ethical infl uences

Candidates answer all questions. 100 marks
Externally assessed.

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website
iIGCSE PE Cambridge iIGCSE 0413 www.cie.org.uk
Next Steps

IGCSE PE offers learners a variety of educational pathways and careers in sport and the expanding health and fitnes
Candidates who are awarded grades C tamrA€ambridge IGCSE Physical Education are well prepared to follow courses lea
Cambridge International AS and A Level Physical Education, or the equivalent.

Head of FacultyMr Howell | email: r.howell cia@gemsedu.com
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Psychology
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the sum of all our powers. It is the great artist to which poetry, eloquence, histc
philosophy, and all the arts and sciences owe their existance. It i® word, that which
makes us to be what we are. It is our very selves. The study of it, therefore, cannot b
RSSLI & AYUGSNBaldAyaIQQd W2KYy DAOAZ2Y al OO

Course Information

GCSE Psychology offers an engaging and effective
introduction to psychologwith fresh and modern content,
There is opportunity to relate the content to every day lifi
in scenarios encountered by the learners.

Learners will learn the fundamentals of the subject and
have the opportunity to learn how to analyse arguments
andevidence, test hypotheses and make informed
judgementsg all of which are skills valued by higher
education institutions and employers.

Year 10 Year 11

Cognition and behaviour Social context and behaviour

1. Memory 1. Saocial influence

2. Perception 2. Language, thought and communication
3. Development 3. Brain and neuropsychology

4. Research methods 4. Psychological problems

Learnerswill be expected to draw on knowledge ar Learners will be expected to draw on knowledge &
understanding of the entire course of study to show understanding of the entire course of study to show

deeper understanding of these topics. deeper understanding of these topics.

Internal Assessment External Assessment

Learners sit an end of unit test at tleed of each topic and Two written exams at the end of Year 11. Eaapgy is
also complete short examination based assessments 1 hour 45 minutes in length. 100 marks and count
throughout the year. for 50% of the GCSE.

There will also be mock examinations in order to allow | There is a range of questions: multiple choice, short
learners to practice and get used to the format of the answer and longer essay questions.

exam.

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website

GCSE Psychology | AQA 8182 www.aqa.org.uk

Next Steps

Learners could go on to study A Level Psychology. Psychology opens the doors to a wide range of career
Educational Psychology, Law and criminology, Sports Psychology, Human Resources and more!

Lead Teacher for GCSRoxanne Richards \ email:r.richards_cia@gemsedu.com







